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[From  tbe  Missionary  Register.] 

MEMOIR  or  MRS.  S.  HEPWORTH,  OF 
MANCHESTER. 

Female  influence,  under  the  govern- 
tnent  of  Christian  principle,  has  a  most 
persuasive  power,  and  produces  the  most 
salutary  eftects.  Its  beneficial  tendency 
appears  especially  as  it  acts  in  the  re¬ 
lative  character  of  a  wife  or  a  mother. 
“  Who  can  find  a  virtuous  woman?” 
says  Solomon;  “for  her  price  is  far 
above  rubies.  The  heart  of  her  husband 
doth  safely  trust  in  her,  so  that  he  shall 
have  no  need  of  spoil:  she  will  do  him 
good,  and  not  evil,  all  the  days  of  her 
life.”  A  wife  of  this  description  is  a 
treasure  to  any  person,  but  particularly 
to  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel:  and  the  loss 
of  such  a  help-meet  is,  in  his  case,  a  la¬ 
mentable  bereavement  indeed.  This  af¬ 
flictive  loss  has  been  recently  sustained 
in  tlie  death  of  Susanna,  wife  of  the  Re¬ 
verend  Abraham  Hepworth,  of  Chorlton 
Row,  Manchester. 

She  was  one  who  had  possessed  a  se¬ 
rious  bent  of  mind  from  her  earliest 
years;  but  she  did  not  entertain  clear 
views  of  the  Christian  scheme  of  salva¬ 
tion  till  about  her  eighteenth  year.  From 
that  period  to  the  day  of  her  death,  she 
steadily  devoted  herself  to  the  service 
of  her  God  and  Saviour.  Her  religion 
was  not,  like  that  of  too  many  of  the 
present  day,  ostentatious  and  noisy.  She 
'Was  a  retired  Christian  wishing  only  to 
he  seen  and  known  of  her  God,  whom  she 
worshipped  in  secret  and  in  the  spirit. 

The  Bible  was  her  daily  study;  and, 
in  the  one  she  generally  used,  it  was  her 
custom  to  mark  such  passages  as  were 
m  any  way  beneficial  to  herself,  or  that 
she  thought  might  be  so  to  her  family. 
Together  with  the  Bible,  she  was  parti¬ 
cularly  fond  of  reading  Henry’s  Com- 
wientary,  Doddridge’s  Exposition,  Bo- 
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gatzyke’s  Golden  Treasury,  and  With¬ 
erspoon’s  Practical  Discourses.  One 
passage  from  these  Discourses  she  often 
quoted,  and  she  has  left  it  marked:— 
“  Had  the  great  objects  of  faith  and  hope 
that  place  in  our  hearts,  and  that  entire 
dominion  in  our  affections,  which  they 
ought  to  have;  would  there  be  so  much 
conformity  to  worldly  maxims  and  prac¬ 
tices,  as  is  daily  to  be  seen?  Would 
there  be  so  mucn  emulation  in  all  the 
outward  expressions  of  pride  and  gaycty, 
in  dress,  furniture  and  equipage?  Would 
there  be  so  much  desire  of  the  increase 
of  wealth  and  greatness?”  Ser.  X. 

Her  seasons  of  retirement  for  the  ex¬ 
ercises  of  private  devotion  were  never 
omitted.  Sne  generally  spent  an  hour 
and  a  half  every  day,  and  often  more,  in 
reading,  meditation,  and  prayer.  The 
serious  improvement  which  she  made  of 
particular  events,  and  of  the  public 
means  of  grace,  will  appear  from  the 
following  extracts,  whicn,  out  of  many 
of  a  similar  nature,  are  transcribed  from 
I  her  diary. 

I  “Good  Friday.” — “This  day,  being 

my  birthday,  completes  my - year. 

0  for  an  heart  to  praise  and  adore  my 
merciful  God  for  his  long-suffering, 
goodness,  and  patience  towards  me  from 
my  birth  to  this  moment,  that  I  am  still 
a  liying  monument  of  his  sparing  mer¬ 
cy — the  most  unworthy  of  his  creatures! 

I  have  reason  to  be  humbled  in  the  very 
dust  before  tbe  Lord,  when  I  call  to  re¬ 
membrance  the  unprofitableness  of  my 
past  life,  the  large  talent  of  time  allot¬ 
ted  me,  and  the  many  precious  op¬ 
portunities  and  advantages  I  have  en¬ 
joyed  for  spiritual  improvement.  O 
i^mrd,  enable  me  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  my  life  entirely  devoted  to  thy  ser¬ 
vice.  May  the  life  I  henceforth  live  in 
the  flesh  be  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God, 
who  hath,  I  trust,  loved  me  and  given 
himself  for  me.  I  was  greatly  assisted 
X 


166 


Memoir  of  Mrs.  S.  Hepwotih. 


this  morning  in  pleading  with  the  Lord  | 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  for  a  blessing  on 
my  own  soul,  and  also  for  all  those  who 
are  near  and  dear  to  me,  and  for  the 
world  at  large,  that  they  might  all  have 
an  interest  in  the  great  atonement  which 
the  dear  Redeemer  made  upon  the  cross 
by  shedding  his  precious  blood.” 

Easter  Day.”— “  I  arose  this  morn¬ 
ing  rather  late;^  and,  consequently,  had 
not  much  time  to  prepare  my  mind  for 
the  religious  exercises  of  the  day.  I 
have  to  lament  the  coldness  and  formal¬ 
ity  of  my  mind  during  the  time  of  pray¬ 
er.  O  Lord,  how  poor  and  lifeless  are 
our  services,  without  thy  quickening  and 
reanimating  influences!  Grant,  O  Lord, 
that  on  all  future  occasions,  my  heart 
and  affections  may  be  deeply  engaged 
with  thee  while  ottering  up  our  excel¬ 
lent  forms  of  prayer,  so  that  my  service 
and  sacrifice  may  not  be  that  of  fools. 
But,  blessed  be  God!  my  attention  was 
arrested  by  the  sermon,  which  was  from 
the  12th  capter  of  St.  Matthew’s  Gos¬ 
pel,  the  39th,  40th,  and  41st  verses.  I 
was  enabled  to  hear  this  sermon  with  a 
fixed  and  attentive  mind,  and  I  found  it 
profitable  to  my  soul.  Being  sacrament 
day,  I  presumed  to  approach  the  Lord’s 
table,  though  I  was  in  doubt  whether  I 
ought  to  do  it  at  this  time,  as  my  mind 
had  been  previously  much  harassed  and 
burdened  with  perplexities,  so  that  I 
found  it  very  difficult  to  compose  the 
tumult  of  my  soul,  and  to  wait  upon  the 
Lord  without  distraction;  but  as  I  had 
omitted  this  duty  on  several  opportuni¬ 
ties,  I  thought  I  should  feel  condemned 
if  I  neglected  it  any  longer;'  therefore, 
relyii^  on  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ, 
and,  1  trust,  with  a  sense  of  my  own 
unworthiness,  I  ventured  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  dying  love  of  my  dear  Redeem¬ 
er:  but,  O,  what  a  cold,  lifeless,  formal 
heart  did  I  bring  to  this  sacred,  solemn 
ordinance!  0  for  more  quickening  grace 
to  prepare  my  heart,  and  to  assist  me  in 
all  nnr  religious  duties  in  future!  Amen.!’ 

June  29.— I  heard  an  excellent  and 
useful  discourse  from  Mr.  H.  on  the  pa¬ 
rable  of  the  sower.  O  may  I,  through 
divine  assistance,  make  a  wise  and  due 
improvement  of  the  precious  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  which  I  am  so  constantly 


*  111  health  often  prevented  Mrs.  H«  from 
rising  so  early  as  she  wished  to  do. 


hearing;  and  may  the  Lord  grant  that  I 
may  really  bring  forth  in  my  life  the 
peaceable  truths  of  righteousness,  to  the 
praise  of  his  holy  name!  Amen.” 

- O!  how  shall  I  tell  the  good¬ 
ness  of  my  sovereign  Lord!  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  discovering  something 
of  the  power  of  religion  on  my  heart  in 
the  day  of  adversity;  and,  I  trust,  I  have 
learned  some  useful  lessons  never  to  be 
forgotten.  O  for  health  improved,  and 
afflictions  sanctified!  Through  the  grace 
of  God  I  have  been  enabled  to  praise 
him  in  the  midst  of  affliction,  and  never 
once  inclined  to  think  that  the  Lord 
dealt  hardly  with  me.” 

The  spintual  welfare  of  her  children 
and  relatives  lay  very  near  her  heart, 
and  she  was  always  endeavoring  to  im¬ 
press  their  minds  with  divine  subjects, 
urging  them  to  the  care  of  their  precious 
souls.  Her  last  words  to  them,  which 
she  could  scarcely  utter,  being  very  near 
death,  were,  “  Cleave  to  the  Lord,  and 
serve  him;  you  know  I  have  pressed 
this  upon  you  in  my  health.”  She  was 
likewise  very  attentive  to  the^  religious 
concerns  of  her  neighbors  and  acquain¬ 
tances;  often  visiting  and  praying  with 
the  sick  poor  and  others,  reading  to 
them,  and  endeavoring  to  instruct,  com¬ 
fort,  and  relieve  them  according  to  her 
ability.  Her  last  illness  was  occasioned, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  visiting  a  poor 
dying  female  neighbor,  who,  she  feared, 
was  not  so  careful  about  her  soul  as  she 
ought  to  have  been.  The  success  of 
missionary  societies  in  general  was  an 
object  that  engaged  her  fervent  suppli¬ 
cations.  For  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,^  she  collected  in  the  district  in 
which  she  lived;  and  the  last  time  she 
was  thus  employed,  she  was  scarcely 
able  to  bear  the  fatigue,  being  then  in  a 
very  delicate  and  precarious  state  of 
health;  but  when  cautioned  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  she  exposed  herself,  her 
answer  was,  "  Shall  I  be  afraid  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  cold,  when  many  lives  far  more  pre¬ 
cious  than  mine  are  exposed  to  sickness 
and  disease  abroad,  for  the  salvation  of 
the  poor  heathen?” 

*  A  heavenly  prayer  is  found  among  her 
papers  in  behalf  of  missionaries;  and  which, 
being  detained  at  home  by  sickness,  she  com¬ 
posed  on  the  evening  on  which  the  Kev*  Mr. 
Jewett  was  preaching  at  St.  John’s,  Man- 
1  Chester,  for  the  Church  Missionary  Society* 
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It  might  have  been  expected,  that  a  ]  party.  To  guard  the  theological  student 
person  so  truly  and  eminently  devoted  against  the  bein^  wisled  bj  professed 
to  God  as  she  had  been  through  the  scruples,  which,  if  respected  by  the  pub- 
greater  part  of  her  life,  would  be  favour-  lie  counsels  of  our  Church,  would  snake 
ed  with  abundant  consolations  in  the  iin-  it  to  its  centre,  the  present  essay  is  de- 
mediate  prospect  of  death:  but  the  na-  signed.  It  has  been  proposed,  to  inter- 
ture  of  her  last  bodily  disorder,  a  new-  diet  from  our  communion  every  person, 
ous  consumption^  had  directly  the  oppo-  desirous  of  joining  us  from  another  de¬ 
site  tendency.  She  became  the  prey  of  nomiuation  of  proiessing  Christians,  un- 
extreme  depression  of  spirits;  and  this  |  til  Bpiscopally  baptized.  What  is  here 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  recollection  designed,  is  to  give  a  caution  against 
of  spiritual  enjoyments,  arising  from  tlie  this  novelty,  without  extending  the  sanc- 
assurance  of  faith  and  hope,  which  she  tion  of  approbation  to  ministrations,  un- 
had  formerly  experienced  in  seasons  of  authorized  by  our  Ecclesiastical  institu- 
sickness,  and  in  the  apprehension  of  ap-  tions.  This  is  one  of  the  subjects,  to  which 
proaching  dissolution.  Her  feelings  and  there  is  thought  to  apply  the  maxim— 
ner  fears  were  painfully  distressing  to  “  Quod  non  debet  fieri,  factum  valet.^’ 
herself  and  to  her  sympathizing  rela-  The  subject  shall  be  considered  as  it 
tions  and  friends;  but  produced  in  her  rests  in  Scripture,  in  primitive  antiquity 
mind  the  proper  effect,  driving  her  more  and  in  the  institutions  of  the  Church  of 
earnestly  and  more  excluswetyf  to  what  England.  The  authority  to  baptize,  is 
had  been  the  only  ground  of  her  hope:  confessedly  derived  from  Matt.  28,  19. 
the  riches  and  the  freeness  of  divine  mer-  “  Go  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
cy  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  through  the  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
mediation,  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ*  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:’’  and. 
This  ground  of  hope  she  never  renoun-  as  the  authority  to  teach  or  preach  the 
ced;  in  this  she  occasionally  exulted,  be-  Christian  doctrine,  must  be  perceived  to 
lieving  in  hope  against  hope;  and  relying  proceed  from  the  same  source;  the  as- 
upon  it,  her  liberated  spirit  took  its  certaining  of  the  limits  of  the  one,  may 
flight  from  this  region  of  sin  and  sorrow  help  to  the  defining  of  those  of  the  other, 
into  the  immediate  presence  of  its  Sa-  liis  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  com- 
viour,  on  Friday  morning,  at  six  o’clock,  mission  extended  beyond  the  persons  of 
the  18th  day  of  June  1819,  in  the  42d  the  apostles,  agreeably  to  what  follows 
year  of  her  age.  “  Blessed  are  the  dead  in  the  passage — “Lo!  I  am  with  you  al- 
which  die  in  the  Lord.  Even  so,  saith  way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  World:” 
the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  Therefore,  on  the  maxim  that  liberty  is 
labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.”  to  be  presumed,  where  restraint  cannot 
— “  Her  children  rise  up,  and  call  her  be  shown,  the  question  ought  to  be— 
blessed;  her  husband  also,  and  lie  prais-  To  whom  is  the  commission  restricted? 
eth  her.  Many  daughters  have  done  vir-  When  we  speak  of  preaching,  the  law 
tuously,  but  thou  excellest  them  alU^  of  association  is  apt  to  connect  it  with 
Proverbs,  xxxi.  28,  29.  A.  H.  the  idea  of  a  church,  of  a  pulpit,  and  of 

Choidton  Row,  Manchester.  an  organized  congregation.  But  putting 

January  13,  1820.  these  out  of  view,  as  being  evidently  not 

—  essential  to  the  subject,  what  else  than 

RELIGIOUS  COMMUNICATIONS.  preaching  was  it,  when  Aquila  and  Pri- 
- - -  scilla  expounded  to  Apollos,  (Acts,  18. 

[For  the  Episcopal  Magazine.]  26.)  “  the  way  of  God  morc  perfectly?” 

pin  Essay  on  the  question  of  the  validity  ^^d  what  else  can  be  said  of  St.  Ste- 
0/  Lay-Baptism.  phen,  (Acts,  7.)  when  he  addressed  the 

In  the  opinipn  of  the  present  writer,  Sanhedrim,  and  of  St.  Philip,  when 
the  question  has  been  unnecessarily  ob-  (Acts,  8.  5.)  he  preached  to  the  Samari- 
truded  on  the  American  Church.  It  has  tans;  and  fib.  5.  35.)  when  he  opened  to 
not  shown  its  face  in  the  Church  of  the  Eunuch  the  sense  of  the  prophecy  of 
England;  except  among  a  few  of  her  Isaiah  concerning  the  Messiah?  It  is 
ministers  and  other  members;  and  that  frue,  that  these  early  preachers  of  the 
in  a  critical  juncture,  when  it  became  gospel  had  been  ordained  Deacons.  But 
subservient  to  the  views  of  a  political  it  does  not  appear,  and  is  in  itself  high- 
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Ij  improbable*  that  so  soon  after  the  con-  there  being  as  yet  the  gift  of  inspiration 
stituting  of  the  order  to  serve  tables*  not  restricted  to  the  ministry;  and  that 
there  had  been  committed  to  them  even  the  imposing  of  limits  would  naturally 
a  restricted  authority  to  preach.  There  be  gradual,  in  proportion  as  there  be- 
is  no  authority  in  the  New  Testament,  came  organized  congregations,  of  which 
explicit  to  this  effect:  so  that  even  the  there  must  have  been  very  few  in  thebe- 
sufferance  of  it  can  no  otherwise  be  vin-  ginning.  So,  in  several  of  the  Epistles  of 
dicated,  than  on  the  principle  here  main-  St.  Paul,  when  we  read  his  severe  cen- 
tained.  To  name  but  one  passage  more:  sures  on  the  judaizing  teachers;  we  must 
A  blessing  is  pronounced  (James,  5.  19,  perceive  it  to  be  utterly  improbable,  that 
20.)  on  him  who  “  converteth  a  sinner  the  Apostles,  by  the  imposition  of  hands, 
from  the  error  of  his  way.”  The  pro-  hadcommissioned  so  many  of  these  mon- 
mise  is  not  confined  to  those  vested  with  grel  professors  of  the  name  of  Christ; 
the  clerical  commission;  and  yet  the  act  who,  yet  appear  to  have  instructed 
can  hardly  be  performed,  without  such  openly  in  the  Church, 
a  statement  of  some  holy  truth  of  Scrip-  On  these  principles,  it  will  also  be  ea- 
ture*as  amounts  substantially  to  preach-  sy  to  account  for  the  sparing  manner,  in 
ing.  It  is  not  probable,  that  at  any  peri-  which  preaching  was  permitted  even  to 
od*  or  in  any  branch  of  the  Christian  presbyters  in  the  primitive  Church;  and 
Church,  a  member  of  it  was  supposed  to  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  occasional 
act  improperly  by  the  single  circura-  preaching  of  laymen.  That  such  an  ex- 
stance  of  giving  information,  to  persons  ercise  was  the  proper  duty  of  the  bish- 
disposed  to  listen  to  him,  on  a  well  op,  must  be  evident  to  all  who  are  con- 
grounded  confidence  in  his  superior  in-  versant  in  primitive  antiquity:  so  that 
telligence  or  learning.  If  the  transac-  as  late  as  the  time  of  St.  Austin,  he  was 
tion  be  attended  by  disorder*  it  rests  the  the  first  presbyter  in  the  African  church- 
su^ect  on  another  ground.  es,  who  preached  in  the  cathedral  in  the 

The  question  suggests  itself — Why,  presence  of  his  bishop.  And  yet,  as  was 
in  constituted  assemblies  for  Christian  intimated,  laymen  sometimes  preached; 
worship*  is  preaching  limited  to  the  cler-  of  which  there  is  a  well  known  example, 
gy?  The  reason  is,  that  there  being  a  di-  in  the  person  of  the  great  Origese.  No- 
vinely  instituted  ministry,  it  is  to  them,  tices  of  these  facts,  may  be  seen  in 
that  the  office  of  instruction  is  with  pro-  Bingham,  (B.  14,  ch.  4.  Sect.  2  and  4.) 
priety  limited  by  Ecclesiastical  autho-  The  labour  on  the  present  subject 
rity.  The  reason  of  the  thing*  leads  to  will  not  be  lost;  since  the  principles 
this  result:  and  we  must  otherwise  take  maintained,  will  apply  to  the  proper 
Such  a  ground,  as  will  render  that  which  subject  of  this  essay — baptism, 
would  be  unwarrantable  in  a  Church,  What  is  there,  in  the  commission  gi- 
proper  in  a  parlour,  or  in  a  school -room,  ven  in  the  place  cited  from  St.  Mat- 
or  in  a  barn.  In  any  one  of  these  places,  thew,  which  restricts  the  power  of  bap- 
preaching  may  be  as  much  in  order,  as  tizing,  any  more  than  that  of  announc- 
in  a  house  consecrated  to  sacred  offices,  ing  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  1o  any  or  to 
Or  it  may  be  disorderly,  as  when  it  tends  all  of  the  three  orders  of  the  Clergy? 
to  draw  a  part  of  the  flock  from  their  There  is  nothing  to  that  effect.  It  will 
brethren,  or  from  their  pastor.  not  be  alleged,  that  there  is,  in  Scrip- 

The  premises  may  assist  in  explain-  ture,  the  record  of  any  commission  to 
ing  some  passages  of  Scripture,  other-  Presbyters  to  baptize,  any  more  than  to 
wise  involved  in  difficulty.  An  instance  Deacons  and  Laymen  to  do  so.  What- 
of  this*  is  in  the  11th,  12th  and  14th  ever  right  any  of  them  possess,  must  be 
Chapters  of  tlie  first  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  in  virtue  of  the  said  commission,  and 
to  the  Corinthians:  which  some  religious  through  the  medium  of  the  ^iscopacy. 
societies*  not  attending  to  the  distinc  If  this  be  the  source  of  it  to  Presbyters* 
tion  here  taken,  have  opposed  to  the  why  may  it  not  be  so  to  laymen?  If  th® 
doctrine  of  a  designated  ministry;  be-  question  should  be  asked — have  the 
cause  of  the  evident  fact,  of  a  multipli-  bishops  of  the  Christian  Church  authori- 
city  of  persons  permitted  to  speak  in  re-  zed  Deacons  to  baptize;  they  have  done 
ligious  assemblies.  But  the  difficulty  it  in  the  most  unequivocal  form;  as  will 
is  done  away,  on  the  double  cause  of  be  shown  under  the  second  and  the 
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tiiinl  topics  of  discourse.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  let  it  be  considered,  whether  the 
right  can  be  denied  to  bishops  in  this 
particular,  without  a  denial  of  their  right 
to  authorize  laymen  to  act  as  catechists 
in  school  rooms;  and  even  of  empower- 
ino*  presbyters,  and  much  more  deacons, 
to  deliver  discourses  from  the  pulpit. 

There  are  several  records  winch  fa¬ 
vour  the  opinion,  that  in  the  infancy  of 
the  Church,  and  until  the  office  of  bap¬ 
tizing  became  regulated  by  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  authority,  the  performance  of  it  by 
any  Christian  hands,  was  esteemed  not 
only  valid,  but  lawful;  on  the  maxim 
that  liberty  is  to  be  presumed,  where  re¬ 
straint  cannot  be  shown. 

The  instance  of  St.  Philip  has  been 
mentioned,  and  it  was  not  in  the  single 
case  of  the  Eunuch;  for  he  is  found  bap¬ 
tizing  men  and  women  in  Samaria. 

The  case  of  Cornelius  and  his  house¬ 
hold,  in  the  1  uth  ch.  of  the  Acts,  is  in 
f  point.  When  >t.  Peter  went  on  his  mis¬ 
sion  to  Csesarea,  “  certain  brethren  from 
Joppa  accompanied  him.”  When,  in  the 
issue,  it  was  determined  to  admit  to 
baptism,  the  ordinance  was  not  admin- 
I  istered  by  the  apostle;  of  whom  it  is  said 
— he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Therefore, 
the  operators  were  those  who  were  cal¬ 
led  “  brethren:”  a  term  commonly  ap¬ 
plied  ill  the  New  Testament,  to  distin¬ 
guish  private  Christians  from  authorized 
ministers;  as  in  (Acts  15.  23.) — ^The 
Apostles,  and  Elders,  and  Brethren.” 
There  is  but  one  exception;  and  in  that 
place,  the  sense  limits  the  term  to  or¬ 
dained  persons;  there  being  none  other 
to  be  distinguished  from  them:  so  that  it 
does  not  detract  from  the  weight  of  the 
remark.  The  place  referred  to,  is  2 
Cor.  8.  23. — “  or  our  brethren,  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  the  Churches,  and  the  glory 
of  Christ.”  The  words  “  our  brethren,” 
are  more  appropriative  than  the  expres¬ 
sion  “  the  brethren.” 

There  xaaj  also  be  urged  the  case  of 
the  men  of  Cyprus  and  Cyrene,  and  the 
conversion  which  they  wrought  at  Anti¬ 
och,  as  recorded  in  the  11m  ch.  of  the 
Acts.  Were  some  of  these  of  the  minis¬ 
try,  without  its  being  noted?  This  seems 
very  improbable.  Or  had  their  converts, 
“  turned  to  the  Lord,”  in  any  other  way 
than  through  the  rite  of  baptism?  This  is 
not  conformable  to  the  language  of 


Scripture,  It  is  true,  there  was  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  Barnabas  to  this  people;  not  to 
baptize  them  for  any  thing  that  appears, 
but  to  strengthen  them  in  the  faith:  for 
which  there  was  the  more  occasion,'  if, 
as  may  be  supposed,  there  were  none  of 
the  ministry  among  their  informants  of\ 
the  faith  in  Christ.  The  supposition*  is 
rendered  the  more  probable,  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  Barnabas. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  writer  of  the 
essay,  that  the  limits  of  the  baptizing 
power  having  been  rested  on  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  authority;  and  the  nuarter  the  most 
naturally  looKed  to  for  tne  limits,  being 
the  Episcopacy  through  which  the  pow¬ 
er  itself  is  transmitted;  there  may  be 
thought  to  be  arrogated  immoilerate 
prerogative  to  the  bishops.  There  is  no 
need  to  be  alarmed,  on  this  account.  It 
is  an  authority  which  may,  and  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  public  wisdom  of  the 
Church:  as  in  the  Church  of  England 
and' in  this  church;  in  both  of  which, 
there  are  canons,  which  govern  in  the 
ordaining  of  Priests  and  Deacons;  while 
yet  it  is  understood,  that  the  Ecclesias- 
I  tical  character  is  conveyed  by  the  bish¬ 
ops  only.  Both  the  authority  to  ordain, 
and  that  to  govern,  come  from  the  great 
I  he»i  of  the  church,  through  the  channel 
of  his  Apostles:  and  yet,  these  inspired 
men  subjected  a  most  important  mea¬ 
sure  of  government  to  the  deliberations 
i  and  the  determinations  of  the  whole 
I  church,  as  is  recorded  in  the  15th  ch.  of 
the  Acts. 

I  Although  it  is  intended  to  pass  to  the 
second  topic — that  of  the  sense  of  the 
!  primitive  church;  there  may  be  proprie¬ 
ty  in  bringing  under  the  present  nead 
one  of  the  autnorities,  on  account  of  its 
resting  of  the  right  to  preach  in  the 
church,  and  a  right  to  baptize,  on  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same  foundation  as  is  done  in 
this  essay.  The  work  referred  to,  is  un 
der  the  feigned  name  of  Ambrose,  but 
supposed  to  have  been  written  by  an 
intelligent  Deacon  of  the  Roman  Church, 
of  the  name  of  Hilary.  It  is  generally 
quoted  as  of  authority,  on  questions  of 
primitive  regimen.  This  ancient  au¬ 
thor,  writes  as  follows — “  On  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  people,  it  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  allowed  to  all  to  preach,  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  Scriptures  in  the  Church.  But 
when  the  Church  comprehended  all 
countries,  places  of  meeting  were  con 
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Ij  improbable,  that  so  soon  after  the  con-  there  being  as  yet  the  gift  of  inspiration 
stituting  of  the  order  to  serve  tables,  not  restricted  to  the  ministry;  and  that 
there  had  been  committed  to  them  even  the  imposing  of  limits  would  naturally 
a  restricted  authority  to  preach.  There  be  gradual,  in  proportion  as  there  be- 
is  no  authority  in  the  New  Testament,  came  organized  congregations,  of  which 
explicit  to  this  effect:  so  that  even  the  there  must  have  been  very  few  in  the  be- 
sufferance  of  it  can  no  otherwise  be  vin-  ginning.  So,  in  several  of  the  Epistles  of 
dicated,  than  on  the  principle  here  main-  St.  Paul,  when  we  read  his  severe  cen- 
tained.  To  name  but  one  passage  more:  sures  on  the  judaizing  teachers;  we  must 
A  blessing  is  pronounced  (James,  5.  19,  perceive  it  to  be  utte3y  improbable,  that 
20.)  on  him  who  “  converteth  a  sinner  the  Apostles,  by  the  imposition  of  hands, 
from  the  error  of  his  way.”  The  pro-  hadcommissioned  so  many  of  these  mon- 
mise  is  not  confined  to  those  vested  with  grel  professors  of  the  name  of  Christ; 
the  clerical  commission;  and  yet  the  act  who,  yet  appear  to  have  instructed 
can  hardly  be  performed,  without  such  openly  in  the  Church, 
a  statement  of  some  holy  truth  of  Scrip-  On  these  principles,  it  will  also  be  ea- 
ture,as  amounts  substantially  to  preach-  sy  to  account  for  the  sparing  manner,  in 
ing.  It  is  not  probable,  that  at  any  peri-  which  preaching  was  permitted  even  to 
od,  or  in  any  branch  of  the  Christian  presbyters  in  the  primitive  Church;  and 
Church,  a  member  of  it  was  supposed  to  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  occasional 
act  improperly  by  the  single  circum-  preaching  of  laymen.  That  such  an  ex- 
stance  of  giving  information,  to  persons  ercise  was  the  proper  duty  of  the  bish- 
disposed  to  listen  to  him,  on  a  well  op,  must  be  evident  to  all  who  are  con- 
grounded  confidence  in  his  superior  in-  versant  in  primitive  antiquity:  so  that 
telligence  or  learning.  If  the  transac-  as  late  as  the  time  of  St.  Austin,  he  was 
tion  be  attended  by  disorder,  it  rests  the  the  first  presbyter  in  the  African  church- 
suUect  on  another  ground.  es,  who  preached  in  the  cathedral  in  the 

The  question  suggests  itself — Why,  presence  of  his  bishop.  And  yet,  as  was 
in  constituted  assemblies  for  Christian  intimated,  laymen  sometimes  preached; 
worship,  is  preaching  limited  to  the  cler-  of  which  there  is  a  well  known  example» 
gy?  The  reason  is,  that  there  being  a  di-  in  the  person  of  the  great  Origese.  No- 
vinely  instituted  ministry,  it  is  to  them,  tices  of  these  facts,  may  be  seen  in 
that  the  ofiice  of  instruction  is  with  pro-  Bingham,  (B.  14,  ch.  4.  Sect.  2  and  4.) 
priety  limited  by  Ecclesiastical  autho-  The  labour  on  the  present  subject 
rity.  The  reason  of  the  thing,  leads  to  will  not  be  lost;  since  the  principles 
this  result:  and  we  must  otherwise  take  maintained,  will  apply  to  the  proper 
such  a  ground,  as  will  render  that  which  subject  of  this  essay — baptism, 
would  be  unwarrantable  in  a  Church,  What  is  there,  in  the  commission  gi- 
proper  in  a  parlour,  or  in  a  school-room,  ven  in  the  place  cited  from  St.  Mat- 
or  in  a  barn.  In  any  one  of  these  places,  thew,  which  restricts  the  power  of  bap- 
preaching  may  be  as  much  in  order,  as  tizing,  any  more  than  that  of  announc- 
in  a  house  consecrated  to  sacred  offices,  ing  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  f  o  any  or  to 
Or  it  may  be  disorderly,  as  when  it  tends  all  of  the  three  orders  of  the  Clergy? 
to  draw  a  part  of  the  flock  from  their  There  is  nothing  to  that  effect.  It  will 
brethren,  or  from  their  pastor.  not  be  alleged,  that  there  is,  in  Scrip- 

The  premises  may  assist  in  explain-  ture,  the  record  of  any  commission  to 
ing  some  passages  of  Scripture,  other-  Presbyters  to  baptize,  any  more  than  to 
wise  involved  in  difficulty.  An  instance  Deacons  and  Lavmen  to  do  so.  What- 

of  this,  is  in  the  11th,  12tli  and  14th  ever  right  any  of  them  possess,  must  be 
Chapters  of  tlie  first  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  in  virtue  of  the  said  commission,  and 
to  the  Corinthians:  which  some  religious  through  the  medium  of  the  ^iscopacy. 
societies,  not  attending  to  the  distinc  If  this  be  the  source  of  it  to  Presbyters, 
tion  here  taken,  have  opposed  to  the  why  may  it  not  be  so  to  laymen?  If  the 
doctrine  of  a  designated  ministry;  be-  question  should  be  asked — have  thy 
cause  of  the  evident  fact,  of  a  multipli-  bishops  of  the  Christian  Church  authori- 
city  of  persons  permitted  to  speak  in  re-  zed  Deacons  to  baptize;  they  have  done 
ligious  assemblies.  But  the  difficulty  it  in  the  most  unequivocal  form;  as  will 
is  done  away,  on  the  double  cause  of  be  shown  under  the  second  and  the 
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tiiinl  topics  of  discourse.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  let  it  be  considered,  whether  the 
right  can  be  denied  to  bishops  in  this 
particular,  without  a  denial  of  their  right 
to  authorize  laymen  to  act  as  catechists 
in  school  rooms;  and  even  of  empower¬ 
ing^  presbyters,  and  much  more  deacons, 
to  deliver  discourses  from  the  pulpit* 

There  are  several  records  which  fa¬ 
vour  the  opinion,  that  in  the  infancy  of 
the  Church,  and  until  the  office  of  bap¬ 
tizing  became  regulated  by  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  authority,  the  performance  of  it  by 
any  Christian  hands,  was  esteemed  not 
only  valid,  but  lawful;  on  the  maxim 
that  liberty  is  to  be  presumed,  where  re¬ 
straint  cannot  be  shown. 

The  instance  of  St.  Philip  has  been 
mentioned,  and  it  was  not  in  the  single 
case  of  the  Eunuch;  for  he  is  found  bap¬ 
tizing  men  and  women  in  Samaria. 

The  case  of  Cornelius  and  his  house¬ 
hold,  in  the  luth  ch.  of  the  Acts,  is  in 
point.  When  ^t.  Peter  went  on  his  mis¬ 
sion  to  Csesarea,  “  certain  brethren  from 
Joppa  accompanied  him.”  When,  in  the 
issue,  it  was  determined  to  admit  to 
baptism,  the  ordinance  was  not  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  apostle;  of  whom  it  is  said 
— he  “  commanded  them  to  be  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Therefore, 
the  operators  were  those  who  were  cal¬ 
led  “  brethren:”  a  term  commonly  ap¬ 
plied  m  the  New  Testament,  to  distin¬ 
guish  private  Christians  from  authorized 
ministers;  as  in  (Acts  15.  23.) — ^The 
Apostles,  and  Elders,  and  Brethren.” 
There  is  but  one  exception;  and  in  that 
place,  the  sense  limits  the  term  to  or¬ 
dained  persons;  there  being  none  other 
to  be  distinguished  from  them:  so  that  it 
does  not  detract  from  the  weight  of  the 
remark.  The  place  referred  to,  is  2 
Cor.  8.  23. — “  or  our  brethren,  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  the  Churches,  and  the  glory 
of  Christ.”  The  words  “  our  brethren,” 
are  more  appropriative  than  the  expres¬ 
sion  “  the  brethren.” 

There  maj  also  be  urged  the  case  of 
the  men  of  Cyprus  and  Cyrene,  and  the 
conversion  wnich  they  wrought  at  Anti¬ 
och,  as  recorded  in  the  llm  ch.  of  the 
Acts.  W ere  some  of  these  of  the  minis¬ 
try,  without  its  being  noted?  This  seems 
vory  improbable.  Or  had  their  converts, 
“  turned  to  the  Lord,”  in  any  other  way 
than  through  the  rite  of  baptism?  This  is 
not  conformable  to  the  language  of 


Scripture,  It  is  true,  there  was  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  Barnabas  to  this  people;  not  to 
baptize  them  for  any  thing  that  appears, 
but  to  strengthen  them  in  the  faith:  for 
which  there  was  the  more  occasion,'  if, 
as  may  be  supposed,  there  were  none  of 
the  ministry  among  their  informants  of 
the  faith  in  Christ.  The  supposition*  is 
rendered  the  more  probable,  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  Barnabas. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  writer  of  the 
essay,  that  the  limits  of  the  baptizing 
power  having  been  rested  on  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  authority;  and  the  nuarter  the  most 
naturally  looked  to  for  tne  limits,  being 
the  Episcopacy  through  which  the  pow¬ 
er  itself  is  transmitted;  there  may  be 
thought  to  be  arrogated  immoilerate 
prerogative  to  the  bishops.  There  is  no 
need  to  be  alarmed,  on  this  account.  It 
is  an  authority  which  may,  and  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  public  wisdom  of  the 
Church:  as  in  the  Church  of  England 
and  in  this  church;  in  both  of  which, 
there  are  canons,  which  govern  in  the 
ordaining  of  Priests  and  Deacons;  while 
yet  it  is  understood,  that  the  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  character  is  conveyed  by  the  bish¬ 
ops  only.  Both  the  authority  to  ordain, 
and  that  to  govern,  come  from  the  great 
hea4  of  the  church,  through  the  channel 
of  his  Apostles:  and  yet,  these  inspired 
men  subjected  a  most  important  mea¬ 
sure  of  government  to  the  deliberations 
and  the  determinations  of  the  whole 
church,  as  is  recorded  in  the  15th  ch.  of 
the  Acts. 

Although  it  is  intended  to  pass  to  the 
second  topic — that  of  the  sense  of  the 
primitive  church;  there  may  be  proprie¬ 
ty  in  bringing  under  the  present  head 
one  of  the  authorities,  on  account  of  its 
resting  of  the  right  to  preach  in  the 
church,  and  a  right  to  baptize,  on  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same  foundation  as  is  done  in 
this  essay.  The  work  referred  to,  is  un 
der  the  feigned  name  of  Ambrose,  but 
supposed  to  have  been  written  by  an 
I  intelligent  Deacon  of  the  Roman  Church, 
of  the  name  of  Hilary.  It  is  generally 
quoted  as  of  authority,  on  questions  of 
primitive  regimen.  This  ancient  au¬ 
thor,  writes  as  follows — “  On  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  people,  it  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  allowed  to  all  to  preach,  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  Scriptures  in  the  Church.  But 
when  the  Church  comprehended  all 
countries,  places  of  meeting  were  con- 
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fttituted,  and  governors  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  were  ordained  in  the  Churches, 
that  no  one  of  the  clergy,  (meaning  of 
the  lower  orders)  who  was  not  ordained, 
might  dare  to  take  on  himself  an  office, 
which  he  knew  to  be  not  entrusted  or 
granted  to  him.  Hence  then  it  is,  that 
neither  Deacons  preach  in  popular  as¬ 
semblies,  nor  do  either  the  clergy  (still 
meaning  those  of  the  lower  orders,)  nor 
the  laity  baptize.”  The  comment  of  the 
learned  Bingham,  on  this  passage,  is 
worthy  of  notice.  ‘‘This  author,”  says 
he,  “  seems  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
the  commission  which  our  Saviour  left 
with  his  Apostles  was  a  discretionary 
power,  to  authorize  such  others  to  bap¬ 
tize,  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  under  the 
direction  oj  the  Holy  Ghost j  should  think 
proper  to  answer  the  present  necessities 
and  urgent  occasions  of  the  church:  and 
that  therefore,  as  no  one  can  have  a  pow¬ 
er  of  baptizing  but  he  that  receives,  some 
way  or  other,  a  commission  from  them; 
so,  when  the  necessity  of  the  Church  re¬ 
quired  it,  they  had  power  to  autliorize 
others,  besides  the  standing  ministers  to 
baptize,  which  power  they  both  might, 
and  did  recal  again,  as  soon  as  those 
necessities  of  the  Church  were  over. 
And  upon  this  principle  it  was  <ihiefly 
that  the  ancient  bishops  of  the  Church 
allowed  Deacons,  and  sometimes  Lay¬ 
men,  in  extraordinary  cases,  to  baptize. 
For  they  looked  on  themselves  as  in¬ 
vested  with  the  same  commission  and 
power  that  the  Apostles  had,  as  their 
successors:  that  is,  as  has  been  said,  not 
only  a  power  to  baptize  themselves,  but 
to  authorize  others  to  baptize,  either  in 
ordinary  or  extraordinary  cases.”  With 
due  respect  to  a  great  name,  may  it  not 
be  su^ested,  that  these  remarks  have 
somewhat  drawn  the  subject  from  the 
ground  taken  in  the  passage  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  comment^  The  Pseudo 
Ambrose  recognizes  the  baptizing  pri¬ 
vilege  as  common  to  all  Christians,  un¬ 
til  restrained  by  legitimate  authority: 
whereas  Mr.  Bingham  speaks  of  it,  as 
conveyed  specially  to  some  laics;  and 
not  as  vested  in  them,  in  the  character 
of  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

To  proceed  to  the  sense  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  Ctiurch  generally,  and  on  the  espe¬ 
cial  point  of  baptism. 

The  first  document  throwing  light  on 
the  question,  is  at  the  close  of  me  se¬ 


cond  century,  in  a  treatise  of  Tertullian 
on  the  ordinance.  It  is  the  more  to  be 
regarded,  as  he  inveighs,  in  the  same 
passage,  against  the  forwardness  of  those 
Deacons,  who  had  the  presumption  to 
baptize:  but  with  the  exception  of  cases 
of  necessity;  in  which  he  considers  it  as 
an  act  of  charity  on  their  part  This 
looks  exceedingly  like  the  recog* 
nition  of  a  right  which  had  been  exer- 
cised  in  common,  but  on  good  grounds 
restricted.  Indeed,  it  is  positively  af¬ 
firmed  by  this  author,  to  have  been  so: 
for  after  seating  the  power  to  baptize  in 
the  bishop,  and  after  extending  it  to 
Presbyters  and  Deacons,  although  not 
without  the  allowance  of  the  bishop,  he 
subjoins — “  In  another  respect,  laymen 
have  also  a  right  to  give  it,  (that  is  bap¬ 
tism)  for  what  is  received  in  common, 
may  be  given  in  common.”  The  writers 
on  the  other  side,  treat  what  Tertullian 
has  said  as  his  private  opinion.  But  it 
is  more  than  tnis;  and  amounts  to  his 
testimony,  that  baptism,  so  administer¬ 
ed,  was  not  rejected  by  the  Church.  His 
testimony  is  known  to  have  great  weight 
on  questions  of  ancient  discipline. 

The  council  of  Elliberis,  consisting  of 
the  Bishops  of  Spain,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  century,  made  a  canon  to 
the  following  eftect. — “When  men  are 
on  a  voyage  at  sea,  or  if  there  be  no 
church  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  the  case 
of  a  catecumen  sick,  any  one  of  the 
faithful,  who  had  his  baptism  entire,  (in 
contradistinction  from  clinic  baptism,) 
and  is  not  a  bigamist,  may  baptize.” 
Far  be  it  from  the  present  writer,  to  re¬ 
spect  the  mere  opinion  of  a  Council, 
which  made  a  canon  against  a  Chris¬ 
tian’s  eating  with  a  Jew.  But  there  inay 
be  stress  laid  on  their  testimony,  which 
is  evidently  in  favour  of  lay-baptism. 
Judging  from  the  principles  of  human 
nature,  we  can  hardly  suppose,  that  the 
practice  was  one  way  m  Spain,  and 
another  way  throughout  the  Christian 
world  in  general.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  this  proceeding  of  the  Spanish  Bish¬ 
ops  produced  any  sensation  in  the  rest 
oi  Christendom:  which,  had  it  been  ex¬ 
cited,  would  have  manifested  itself  at 
the  Council  of  Nice;  held  about  twenty 
years  after  the  aforesaid  Council  of  El- 
liberis. 

There  is  a  well  known  story  of  the 
boy  Aliianasiiis;  afterwards,  the 
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eminent  Bishop  of  that  name.  During 
his  boyhood,  he  was  discovered  in  the 
act  of  personating  the  character,  which 
he  afterwards  so  famously  sustained; 
and,  in  all  the  forms  of  it,  baptizing 
several  of  his  play-mates.  The  Bishop 
wf  Alexandria,  where  the  incident  hap¬ 
pened,  made  a  serious  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  it:  and  the  result  was, 
that  the  baptism  was  pronounced  to  be 
valid.  This  matter  is  made  light  of  on 
the  other  side,  on  the  supposition  of  its 
having  been  a  fabrication,  too  credu¬ 
lously  received.  But  it  should  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  even  a  story  made  cur¬ 
rent  by  credulity,  is  generally  accom¬ 
modated  in  its  circumstances  to  the 
customs  of  the  day.  In  the  present 
case,  however,  the  fact  is  related  by 
several  early  historians;  among  whom 
is  Ruffinus,  who  affirms  that  he  had  it 
from  one,  to  whom  it  was  told  by  Atha¬ 
nasius  himself.  Supposing  Ruffinus  to 
have  been  imposed  on;  and  supposing, 
as  is  here  thought,  that  such  puerile 
play  ought  not  to  have  been  held  of  im¬ 
portance,  except  as  giving  occasion  of 
reproof,  and  of  prohibition  in  future;  yet 
the  undue  stress  could  hardly  have  been 
laid  on  the  transaction  by  the  Bishop, 
without  some  colour  for  it,  in  the  occa¬ 
sional  practice  of  lay -baptism. 

In  the  primitive  Churcn,  a  distinction 
was  made  between  heretical  baptism 
and  that  of  laymen,  strictly  speaking: 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  the 
numerous  sects  of  heretics,  antecedent 
to  the  Novations  in  the  middle  of  the 
third  century,  none  had  Bishops;  and 
yet  the  baptisms  of  the  said  heretics,  on 
their  conformity  to  the  Church,  were 
admitted.  In  the  case  of  the  Novatians, 
and  of  the  Donatists,  who  were  furnish¬ 
ed  with  Bishops,  it  is  well  known,  that 
their  Ordinations  were  pronounced  in¬ 
valid  by  the  Bishops  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  in  as  unqualified  terms  as  could 
have  been  used:  and  although  they  af¬ 
terwards  admitted  them.  On  their  con¬ 
formity  to  their  several  grades;  yet  it 
''as  on  the  supposition,  that  the  com¬ 
mission  then  given,  perfected  a  former 
ceremony,  otherwise  invalid.  This  is 
analogous  to  the  footing  on  which  here¬ 
tical  baptism  was  placed  in  the  primi- 
fiye  Church.  But  as  to  lay -baptism,  not 
fainted  by  heresy, -it  appears  to  have 
been  held  valid  from  the  beginning* 


After  the  Council  of  Nice,  and  during 
the  fourth  century,  the  testimonies  in 
favour  of  lay -baptism  are  very  strong. 
There  shall  be  mentioned  only  that  of 
St.  Jerome  and  that  of  St.  Austin.  The 
former,  in  his  dialogue  against  the  Lu- 
ciferians  (Chap.  4,)  after  stating,  that 
without  the  order  of  the  Bishops,  neither 
a  Presbyter  nor  a  Deacon  has  the  right 
of  ♦baptizing,  adds — “  Which  frequent¬ 
ly,  if  occasion  compel,  we  know  to  be 
also  permitted  to  laymen.^’  He  speaks 
of  this  as  a  matter  of  notoriety,  and 
not  requiring  either  argument  or  evi¬ 
dence.  St.  Austin  (Ep.  ad  Fortuna- 
tum)  says,  “  In  the  case  of  necessity, 
when  Bishops  or  Presbyters,  or  other 
Ministers  are  not  found,  and  there 
presses  the  danger  of  him  who  seeks  it, 
lest  he  should  end  life  without  this  sa^ 
crament,  we  are  accustomed  to  hear, 
that  even  laymen  give  the  sacrament 
which  they  have  received.’’  This  cus¬ 
tomary  hearing,  is  strongly  indicative  of 
allowed  practice.  The  same  father,  in 
the  same  Epistle,  speaks  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  to  baptize,  as  given  by  our  Saviour 
to  the  Apostles,  ana  by  tliem  to  Bishops 
and  other  Priests,  “  and  even  to  lay¬ 
men  descending  from  the  same  original 
and  ’stock.” 

There  has  been  suggested  the  notion, 
that  an  unbaptized  person  may  receive 
and  transmit  the  episcopal  succession.  ^ 
Not  such  was  the  mind  of  St.  Austin, 
in  the  passage  above  recited.  Probably 
it  was  never  presented  to  the  world, 
until  it  was  necessary  to  the  political 
purpose  above  referred  to. 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  show  the 
relevancy  of  stated  authorities,  it  would 
be  the  contrary  character  of  those  cited 
on  the  other  side.  A  few,  and  those  the 
most  prominent,  shall  be  noticed. 

It  is  foreign  to  the  purpose,  although 
quoted  to  the  effect,  that  St.  Ignatius 
says  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Smyrneans, 

“  It  is  not  lawful,  without  the  Bishop,  to 
baptize,  or  to  administer  the  holy  com¬ 
munion.”  There  is  a  manifest  difterence 
between  the  illegality  of  the  act  and  the 
invalidity  of  it. 

It  has  been  thought  worth  while,  on 
the  other  side,  to  quote  a  passage  from 
Hermas.  This  visionary  writer^  in  his 
ninth  similitude,  supposes  that  the  de¬ 
parted  righteous,  oi  the  times  prior  to 
Christianity,  were  baptized  by  the  Apos- 
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ties  and  other  first  Teachers,  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  state.  But  the  choice  which 
this  good  man  has  made  of  ministerial 
agents,  in  an  imaginary  employment, 
will  never  prove,  that  the  same  act  was 
not  occasionally  performed  on  the  liv¬ 
ing,  by  others  than  the  authorized  mi¬ 
nistry. 

The  only  specious  appearance  before 
the  Council  oi  Nice,  and  for  some  tone 
after,  of  any  thing  prohibitory  of  lay- 
baptism,  in  all  cases,  is  in  the  instance 
of  St.  Cyprian,  and  those  who  thought 
with  him.  But  it  is  in  appearance  bmy. 
Cyprian’s  arguments  against  heretical 
baptism,  rest  on  the  ground  of  the  ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  heresy.  If  some  of  his  rea¬ 
sonings  seem  to  embrace  the  case  of  or¬ 
thodox  lay -baptism,  this  was  not  the 
matter  before  him;  and  it  is  common  for 
disputants  to  express  themselves  un- 

f;uardedly,  in  relation  to  other  particu- 
ars  than  those  they  treat  of,  although, 
perhaps,  related  to  them.  It  is  true,  that 
above  a  century  after  Cyprian,  his  sen¬ 
timents  were  represented  by  Basil,  as 
inimical  to  lay -baptism  generally.  But 
little  stress  should  be  laid  on  this;  it  not 
being  found  in  the  works  of  the  earlier 
fathers.  After  ail,  if  Cyprtan  did  adopt 
the  opinion  of  the  invalidity  of  lay-tfelap- 
tism,  it  is  not  the  only  point  in  which 
he  varied  from  the  general  sense  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  reference  to  the 
ordinance:  it  having  been  declared  a- 
gainst  him,  on  the  subject  of  baptism  by 
heretics.  Besides,  a  distinction  is  to  be  i 
made  between  his  opinion  and  that  of 
the  African  Churches:  for  in  the  deter- 1 
mination  of  the  Council  of  Carthage,  re- 1 
latively  to  the  baptizings  by  heretics, 
there  seems  nothing  that  applies  tb  the 
present  point. 

To  pass  to  the  sense  of  the  Church 
of  England:  This  parent  of  our  own 
Church,  is  contemplated  in  preference, 
because,  while  the  provisions  of  both  are 
confessedly  the  same,  the  subject  de¬ 
rives  light  from  the  history  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  Let  us  be  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  consequences  of- admitting,  that  in 
her  there  has  reigned  the  sacrilegious 
spirit  of  Corah,  breaking  down  the  in¬ 
closure  of  a  divinely  designated  minis¬ 
try.  It  is  well  known,  that  what  has 
cemented  the  diBerent  branches  of  our 
Church  throughout  the  United  States,  is 
the  belief,  that  we  are  substantially  the 


same  with  the  Church  from  which,  in 
common,  we  derive  our  origin.  If  she 
have  corrupted  the  word  of  truth,  let  not 
her  example  be  any  longer  followed;  but 
in  making  the  inquiry,  let  us  be  aware 
of  what  m^  be  the  result. 

In  the  offices  of  public  baptism,  there 
was  no  reason  to  apprehena  but  that  it 
would  be  performed  by  a  lawful  Minis¬ 
ter;  and  accordingly,  the  contrary  oc¬ 
currence  is  kept  out  of  view.  In  the 
office  for  private  baptism,  the  same  is 

[iresumed  in  the  first  instance,  and  wise- 
y;  because  every  law  should  take  for 
granted,  that  other  laws,  coming  into 
view,  have  been  obeyed.  The  same  idea 
extends  to  the  Rubric,  dictating  certain 
questions  to  be  put  to  the  Sponsors,  on 
the  presentment  of  the  child  in  Church. 
These  questions  are  four:  of  which,  the 
first  relates  to  the  Minister  who  offi¬ 
ciated  in  private;  the  second,  to  the 
witnesses  present;  the  third,  to  the  mat¬ 
ter,  whether  it  were  water;  and  the 
fourth,  to  the  form,  whether  it  were  that 
contemplated  by  Matt.  28,  19.  But 
on  passing  to  the  last  Rubric,  we  find 
that  if  the  answers  have  been  uncertain, 
in  reference  to  the  matter  and  the  form, 
here  we  lose  sight  of  the  administrator 
and  of  the  witnesses,  let  them  have  been 
who  they  may — then,  and  not  else,  the 
Minister  is  to  say,  after  the  application 
of  water — “  If  thou  art  not  already  bap¬ 
tized,  I  baptize  thee,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  ^5on,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  It  is  evident,  that  this 
conditional  form  is  to  be  used  only  un¬ 
der  uncertainty  as  to  the  said  two  points; 
and  that  the  Minister  has  no  authority 
to  use  it,  or  to  reject  the  infant,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  incompetency  in  the  adminis¬ 
trator. 

As  the  sense  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  subject,  may  be  elucidated 
by  the  history  of  it  within  her  bounds, 
it  shall  be  briefly  given,  and  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

■  From  the  reformation,  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Hampton  Court,  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  reign  of  James  L,  lay -bap¬ 
tism,  and  that  even  by  women,  althougti 
discountenanced  by  the  Bishops  in  their 
visitations,  were  frequent,  as  it 
in  the  days  of  Popery:  and  the  thiro 
Rubric,  before  the  office  of  private  bap¬ 
tism,  instead  of  specifying  “  the  Minis 
ter  of  the  Parish  or  other  lawful  Mini 
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ter,’’  as  at  present,  began  with,  **  let  them 
who  are  present,  call  upon  God,  &c.” 

The  state  of  public  sentiment,  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  following  opinions;  on 
one'^  side,  that  of  T.  Cartwright,  the 
leader  of  the  Puritans,  and  on  the  other, 
that  of  Dr.  Whitgift,  afterwards  Arch¬ 
bishop,  and  of  Mr.  Hooker,  in  his  Ec¬ 
clesiastical  Polity.  The  first  two  are 
copied  from  Whitgift’s  Defence  of  his 
Answer  to  the  Admonition,  page  518. 

T.  Cartwright  wrote  thus — “  Indeed, 
upon  this  point,”  (meaning  the  admin¬ 
istrator  of  baptism)  whether  he  be  a 
good  or  an  evil  Minister,  it  dependeth 
not.  But  on  this  point,  whether  he  be  a 
Minister  or  no,  dependeth  not  only  the 
dignity,  but  also  the  being  of  the  Sacra¬ 
ment."  As  for  the  baptizing  of  laymen, 
considering  that  it  is  not  only  against 
the  word  of  God,  but  also  founded  upon 
a  false  ground,  and  upon  an  imagined 
necessity,  (which  is  not  in  deed)  it 
moveth  me  nothing  at  all,  although  it  be 
very  ancient,  for  so  much  as  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  Sacrament,  of  which  insti¬ 
tution  this  is  one,  and  of  the  chief  parts, 
that  it  should  be  celebrated  by  a  Minis¬ 
ter.’’ 

Whitgift’s  answer  is  as  follows: — If 
this  be  true  and  sound  doctrine,  then  is 
there  many  who  go  under  the  name  of 
Christians,  which  were  never  baptized: 
for  besides,  divers  of  them  have  been 
baptized  by  women;  some  there  are,  and 
.  not  a  few,  that  have  been  baptized  by 
such  as  have  taken  on  them  tne  Minis¬ 
try,  not  being  thereunto  either  ordina¬ 
rily  or  extraordinarily  called.  And  it 
may  be,  that  T.  C.  hath  hereby  proved 
himself  to  be  no  Christian.”  Whitgift 
goes  on  to  cite  Fathers;  and  contends 
from  Scripture,  that  no  more  is  neces¬ 
sary  than  the  prescribed  form. 

Mr.  Hooker,  after  discussing  the  sub¬ 
ject  at  length,  fiDm  page  112  to  p.  121, 
concludes  as  follows: — “  Last  of  all, 
whereas  general  and  full  consent  of  the 
godly  learned  in  all  ages,  doth  make  for 
validity  of  baptism;  yea,  albeit  adminis¬ 
tered  in  private,  and  even  by  women; 
which  kind  of  baptism,  in  case  of  neces- 
®dy,  divers  reformed  Churches  do  both 
allow  and  defend;  some  others,  which 
do  not  defend,  tolerate;  few  in  compa¬ 
rison,  and  they  without  any  just  cause, 
do  utterly  disannul  and  annihilate;  sure- 
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ly,  howsoever  through  defect  on  either 
side,  the  Sacrament  may  be  without 
fruit,  as  well  in  some  cases  to  him  which 
receiveth,  as  to  him  which  giveth  it;  yet 
no  disability  of  either  part  can  so  far 
make  it  frustrate  and  without  effect,  as 
to  deprive  it  of  the  very  nature  of  true 
baptism,  having  all  things  else  which  the 
ordpance  of  Christ  requireth.  Where¬ 
upon  we  may  consequently  infer,  that 
the  administration  oi  this  Sacrament  by 
private  persons,  be  it  lawful  or  unlaw¬ 
ful,  appeareth  not  as  yet  to  be  merely 
void.” 

In  the  conference  at  Hampton  Court, 
above  referred  to,  which  took  place  but 
a  few  years  after  the  publication  of  the 
wprjt  of  Mr.  Hooker,  James  I.  expressed 
very  strongly  his  objections,  not  to  the 
validity,  which  he  acknowledged,  but  to 
the  lawfulness  of  lay -baptism.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  narrative  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  that  the  Bishops  were  of  another 
opinion,  as  applicable  to  cases  of  ne¬ 
cessity:  which  especially  appears  from 
what  was  said  by  the  Bishops  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  W  inchesterr— as  given  by  Col¬ 
lier,  p.  674  and  5.  As  for  the  king,  his 
opinion,  in  this  one  matter,  seems  to 
have  approached  that  of  the  Puritans, 
aIt|K>ugh  he  explicitly  declared  gainst 
the  repetition  of  the  ceremony.  Tne  re¬ 
sult  lyas,  that  the  aforesaid.  Kubric  was 
altered;  but  not  so  far  as  to  require,  any 
thing  of  necessity,  beyond  the  matter  of 
water,  and  the  form  of  Matthew  28, 19. 

There  is  at  least  the  strong  presump¬ 
tion,  that  the  son  and  successor  of  king 
James,  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.  was 
baptized  by  a  non -episcopalian  Minister, 
Long  after  his  death,  the  proof  of  the 
contrary  was  attempted,  but.  not  with 
effect.  And  yet  in  England,  to  this  day, 
he  is  revered,  not  only  as  a  member, 
but  as  a  martyr  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Between  the  period  of'his  death,  and 
that  of  the  restoration  of  his  son,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  existing  generation 
nad  been  baptized  by  non-episcopalian 
Ministers:  but  not  an  instance  is  re¬ 
corded,  of  any  persons  being  required 
to  submit  to  episcopal  baptism  on  that 
account.  No  controversy  was  moved 
on  the  subject,  and  no  writer  of  that 
Church  pleaded  for  what  may  be  called 
re-bapti:jation,  until  towards  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  In  the  po* 
litical  complexion  of  that  crisis,  is  te 
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be  sought  the  moving  spring  of  the  con- 
trover^  which  took  place;  and  which 
now,  after  the  cause  is  forgotten  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  although  it  is  irrelevant  to 
America,  is  sought  to  be  revived  among 
us.  At  the  period  alluded  to,  the  queen, 
with  her  torjr  administration,  cherished 
the  design  of  bringing  in  the  Pretender. 
It  was  treated  as  a  slander  at  the  time, 
but  has  since  been  confirmed  by*;the 
publication  of  what  are  called  the  Stuart 
papers.  Unquestionably,  the  adherents 
of  the  abdicated  family  were  in  high 
spirits.  Of  course,  they  left  no  expedi¬ 
ent  untried,  which  might  cast  odium  on 
the  Electoral  family  of  Hanover.  One 
of  the  objections  made  to  them  was,  that 
they  were  unbaptized  Lutherans;  that 
is,  their  reputed  baptism  had  been  by 
Ministers  not  episcopally  ordained.  For 
this  charge  on  them,  see  Rapin’s  His¬ 
tory,  continued  by  Tindal,  fol.  ed.  vol. 
4,  p.  725. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Brett,  a 
Clergyman,  gave  occasion  to  a  vehe¬ 
ment  dispute,  by  affirming  the  invalidi¬ 
ty  of  lay-baptism.  Mr.  Lawrence,  a 
learned  layman,  struck  in  with  a  Trea¬ 
tise,  which  is  now  a  favourite  work  with 
some  Clergymen  of  our  communion.^ 

The  learned  Henry  Dodwell,  an;  ad¬ 
herent  of  the  Stuart  mmily,  carried  the 
principle  to  the  extent  of  affirming,  that 
the  soul,  naturally  mortal,  is  rendered 
immortal  by  episcopal  baptism.  It  be¬ 
came  so  serious  a  matter,  that  there  was 
held  a  consultation  on  the  subject,  at 
the  archiepiscopal  palace  in  Lambeth, 
when  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  by  all 
the  Prelates  then  in  town,  to  discou¬ 
rage  lay-baptism  as  much  as  possible; 
but  not  to  suffer  the  ceremony  to  be  re¬ 
peated,  if  it  had  been  correct  in  the 
matter  of  water,  and  in  the  form  of 
Matthew  28,  19. 

There  occurs  difficulty  on  the  subject. 
When  a  child  has  been  baptized  in  pri¬ 
vate,  and  is  afterwards  presented  in 
Church,  agreeably  to  the  service;  and 
when  the  officiating  Minister  receives 
satisfactory  answers  as  to  the  matter 
and  the  form,  but  is  told  that  the  bap¬ 
tism  was  not  by  a  lawful  Minister,  what 
is  to  be  done?  On  the  one  hand;  there  is 
no  right  to  repeat  the  ceremony,  or  to 
have  recourse  to  the  conditional  form. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  unsuitable  for 
the  Minister  to  certify  that  all  has  been 


well  done.  The  question,  as  it  mj^  press 
on  the  conscience  of  a  private  Clergy¬ 
man,  may  be  resolved  by  resort  to  his 
Bishop;  agreeably  to  the  instrument  en¬ 
titled,  “  Concerning  Ceremonies,  &c.” 
prefixed  to  the  English  Book  of  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer.  This  is  enough  for  the 
purpose  of  a  parochial  charge,  but  re- 
moves'ihe  weight  of  the  difficulty  from 
the  Parish  Minister  to  the  Bishop.  In  a 
free  discussion,  like  the  present,  how 
may  an  English  Bishop  be  reasonably 
expected  to  conduct  himself?  It  is  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  history  of  the  difficulty 
ought  to  be  called  in,  for  the  resolving 
of  it.  The  course  seems  to  be  pointed 
out  by  the  circumstance,  that  as  the 
term  “  lawful  Minister,’’  was  put  in  to 
discountenance  lay -baptism,  but  not  to 
deny  the  validity  of  it,  there  has  been 
designedly  left  the  latitude  of  consider¬ 
ing  any  Minister  lawful,  so  far  as  the 
latter  point  is  concerned,  and  no  fur¬ 
ther.  On  no  other  principle  can  we  ac¬ 
count  for  the  leaving  of  the  subject  on 
such  a  footing,  with  every  officiating 
Clergyman,  as  that  the  matter  and  the 
form  being  correct,  it  is  at  his  peril  if 
he  either  rejects  the  child,  or  baptizes 
it  conditionally.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  instrument  “  Concerning  Cere¬ 
monies,”  &c.  forbids  the  Bishop  himself 
to  order  any  thing  contrary  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  book.  Accordingly,  the 
reference  to  him  must  have  been  bot¬ 
tomed  on  the  presumption,  that  in  a 
case  of  doubt  as  to  the  sense  of  the 
book,  he  is  more  likely  to  be  a  compe¬ 
tent  judge  than  some  of  the  Parish  Mi¬ 
nisters  in  his  Diocess. 

Let  it  now  be  asked — in  what  way  is 
a  Clergyman  of  the  American  Church 
to  govern  himself,  if,  on  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  a  child  in  Church,  baptized  else¬ 
where,  according  to  the  private  form,  it 
should  appear  that  this  was  done  by  a 
lay  hand?  Here  it  should  be  noticed, 
that  the  precise  questions  in  the  En¬ 
glish  service  were  left  out  of  ours  at  the 
review.  According  to  the  premises,  the 
proper  answer  seems  to  be,  that  no  de¬ 
viation  in  principle  from  the  Church  of 
England  having  been  intended;  when¬ 
ever  our  service  is  silent,  if  that  of  the 
said  Church  be  explicit  in  itself,  or  can 
be  interpreted  by  its  history,  it  ought  to 
govern. 

If  an  adult  person,  baptized  in  a  non- 
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episcopalian  society,  should  offer  for 
confirmation,  or  for  the  eucharist,  it 
follows  from  the  principles  of  this  Es¬ 
say,  that  there  ought  not  to  tm  a  rejec¬ 
tion  on  the  score  of  the  nullity  of  the 
baptism. 

The  question  has  been  sometimes  ask¬ 
ed,  in  the  case  of  conscientious  scruples 
on  this  point,  how  is  conscience  to  be 
relieved?  The  proper  answer  seems 
to  be,  that,  however  venerable  the  plea 
of  conscience  in  itself,  we  too  often  find 
it  a  convenient  cover  of  the  whimsies  of 
a  wanton  imagination;  and  that  on  the 
present  subject  in  particular,  there  has 
been  such  a  “  straining  at  a  gnat  and 
swallowing  a  camel,’’  that  no  great  sa¬ 
crifice  needs  to  be  made  for  the  qui¬ 
eting  of  conscience.  But  let  it  be 
asked,  on  the  other  hand — on  the  sup¬ 
position  of  a  Clergyman’s  entertaining 
of  doubts  on  this  score,  of  the  validity 
of  his  ordination,  what  is  to  be  done  for 
his  relief?  Who  can  tell  how  many  con¬ 
secrating  Prelates,  before  the  reforma¬ 
tion,  escaped  the  being  baptized  by 
midwives?  Since  that  period,  Arcbishop 
Tillotson,  Archbishop  Seeker,  and  ma¬ 
ny  other  Prelates  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  received  no  other  than  what  she 
considers  as  lay-baptism.  Even  in  our 
American  Church,  some  of  her  Bishops 
received  no  other.  These  considerations 
leave  no  ground  for  the  ascertaining  of 
the  succession  of  the  episcopacy. 

Mr.  Lawrence  cuts  the  knot  which  it 
was  impossible  to  untie.  But  it  is  at 
the  expense  of  maintaining,  that  the 
ministerial  succession  may  be  continu¬ 
ed,  in  a  line  extraneous  to  Church-mem¬ 
bership.  According  to  this,  a  Jew  or  a 
Turk  is  a  competent  link  in  the  line  of 
succession.  Solomon  has  said,  “  There 
is  nothing  new  under  the  Sun.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  we  find  (Bingham,  vol.  2,  p. 
559,)  that  tlie  same  notion,  as  applied 
to  baptism,  was  held  by  the  Luciierians 
in  the  fourth  century;  which  gave  occa¬ 
sion  to  Jerome  to  exclaim  at  the  absur¬ 
dity  of  supposing  that  a  man  may  be 
made  a  Christian  by  another,  not  him¬ 
self  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
The  writers  of  antiquity,  while  they  al¬ 
low  of  lay-babtisin  in  cases  of  necessity, 
require  that  the  baptizer  should  have 
been  baptized:  but  here,  an  unbaptized 
Bishop,  or  an  unbaptized  presbyter,  is 
presumed  to  have  an  unlimited  commis¬ 


sion  to  administer  baptism  to  others. 
We  often  hear  of  the  meeting  of  ex¬ 
tremes;  and  this  is  one  of  the  instances 
in  which  it  happens.  The  rite  is  annihi¬ 
lated  by  an  excess  of  jealousy,  excited 
bya  supposed  infringement  on  it.  On 
the  principles  of  Dr.  Hickes,  even  those 
of  Mr.  Lawrence  will  not  help  to  the 
seourity  of  the  episcopacy:  for  the  for¬ 
mer,  while  he  denies  the  validity  of  lay- 
baptism,  consistently  denies  also,  tne 
right  of  an  unbaptized  person  to  convey 
the  succession.  But  how  this  learned 
man  reconciled  the  two  positions,  with 
the  certainty  of  his  being  in  possession 
of  the  priesthood,  is  not  here  known. 

There  is  another  instance  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  extremes,  connected  with  the  pre¬ 
sent  question.  At  the  time  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  reformation,  the  fathers  of  it  as¬ 
serted  the  lawfulness  of  lay-baptism,  in 
cases  of  necessity;  and  set  themselves 
against  rebaptization  in  any  instance. 
1  ne  Puritans  were  at  odds  with  them 
on  this  point.  But  now,  it  is  professedly 
for  the  sustaining  of  the  episcopacy,  that 
the  opinion  of  the  establishment  is  set 
aside  for  that  of  the  Puritans. 

If  the  inquiry  should  still  be  pressed, 
for  the  easing  of  the  tender  conscience 
ofea  Clergyman,  a  remedy  is  at  hand. 
Let  such  a’ scrupulous  brother  again  re¬ 
sort  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  who 
has  been  the  great  support  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  innovation  in  this  country.  It  will 
be  found,  that  he  carefully  avoids  the 
point — w^hether  the  Bishops  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  are  competent  to  the  au¬ 
thorizing  of  lay -baptism.  He  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  this  reserve  by  his  own  prin¬ 
ciples;  on  which  he  could  not  otherwise 
have  deduced  the  right,  beyond  the  per¬ 
sons  of  the  Apostles,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors  the  Bishops-  Now  we  know,  that 
in  every  line  of  government  by  men, 
when  they  who  may  authorize,  do  not 
hinder,  and  much  more  when  they  are 
known  to  dispense,  it  is  considered  as 
equivalent  to  authorizing^  Let  the  prin¬ 
ciple  be  applied  to  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  to  the  American  Church,  and 
the  result  is  obvious. 

What  a  change  of  sentiment,  in  regard 
to  matters  connected  with  the  present 
subject,  has  the  writer  of  this  essay  lived 
to  witness!  Through  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  the  opinions  of  Hooker  and  of 
i  men  like,  him,  were  of  paramount  au- 
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thority  with  orthodox  churchmen.  Late¬ 
ly,  there  have  appeared  some,  who  soar 
higher  in  the  sustaining  of  episcopacy. 
But  by  this  very  thing,  they  land  tnem- 
selves  on  the  ground  which  they  are  so 
desirous  to  avoid;  as  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  Westminster  Confes¬ 
sion  and  Catechism — chap.  £7,  sect.  61, 
of  the  former,  and  qu.  176  of  the  lat¬ 
ter.  In  both  these  places,  there  is  tbe 
rejection  of  all  baptism,  performed  by 
any  other  than  a  lawful  Minister. 

The  wish  is  entertained,  of  guarding 
against  the  construction  of  a  degree  of 
censure,  beyond  what  is  designed.  It 
may  be  supposed,  in  relation  as  well  to 
what  has  been  said  of  the  interference 
of  party  zeal  in  England,  as  in  what 
regarded  the  avenue  of  an  exceptiona¬ 
ble  theory  among  ouiselves,  that  the 
persons  concerned  have  been  accused  of 
intentionally  adulterating  sacred  truth 
for  unworthy  .ends.  Such  an  imputa¬ 
tion  is  not  contemplated.  But  it  is  con¬ 
sidered,  how  often  a  ruling  passion 
draws  into  its  vortex  whatever  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  accomplishing  of  its  object. 
In  England,  a  religious  lacobite,  may 
not  have  been  conscious  oi  the  influence 
of  his  politics  on  his  theology.  Some 
among  us,  from  disgust  at  non-epU«o- 
palian  communions,  may  have  been  in¬ 
sensibly  drawn  to  suppose  an  opinion 
respectable,  in  proportion  as  it  recedes 
from  their  theories.  It  is  a  repetition, 
in  a  difterent  shape,  of  the  olcl  bias  of 
the  Puritans,  to  fault  whatever  was 
transmitted  to  the  Church  of  England, 
through  the  channel  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  although  it  may  have  descended 
from  the  best  ages  of  antiquity.  Let  it 
be  again  remarked,  how  easily  extremes 
are  brought  to  meet.  The  writer  can 
hardly  find  words  to  express  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  disposition  which  has  been 
manifested  by  a  few  of  our  Clergy,  of 
dragging  into  our  Churches  the  habits 
of  societies  dissenting  from  us:  which 
can  be  accounted  for  only  from  a  state 
of  mind,  alien  from  the  spirit  of  our  in¬ 
stitutions.  But  let  not  tne  theological 
student,  in  avoiding  this  paltry  affecta¬ 
tion,  run  into  the  other  extreme.  On 
questions  of  divine  truth,  he  will  be 
safe  in  “  asking  for  the  old  ways”  of  the 
parent  Church.  On  those  of  less  impor¬ 
tance,  it  is  to  his  own  communion,  and 
not  to  any  other,  that  he  owes  confor¬ 


mity  to  the  saying  of  an  Apostle _ ^^•glv- 

ing  no  oftence  in  any  thing,  that  Ae 
Ministry  be  not  blamed.” 

It  was  intimated  in  the  beginning, 
that  the  rejected  opinion,  if  it  should 
grow  in  popularity,  would  be  deeply  in¬ 
jurious  to  our  communion.  In  England, 
no  sooner  were  the  family  of  H^iover 
seated  securely  on  the  throne,  than  the 
controversy  ciied  away.  We  do  not 
since  hear  of  any  persons  being  reoap- 
tized,  after  the  example  of  Mr.  l^aw- 
rence;  whose  theory  was  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  by  him,  in  his  own  person.  In 
America,  the  novel  notion,  unless  borne 
down  by  the  demonstration  of  its  imte- 
nableness,  may  produce  a  party  which  , 
shall  be  co-existent  with  the  rival  claims 
of  episcopacy  and  presbytery:  and  in 
the  mean  time,  be  an  hinderance  to  an 
increase  of  our  communion,  from  other 
societies  of  professing  Christians. 

[For  the  Episcopal  Magazine.] 

Mr.  Editor, — In  the  collection  of 
“  curious  and  edifying  letters,”  written 
by  the  Jesuit  Missionaries  about  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  there  is  one,  which  gives  a  ve¬ 
ry  interesting  account  of  a  Jewish  Syna¬ 
gogue  in  the  very  heart  of  China.  About 
the  year  1704,  Father  Gonzani  one  of 
these  Missionaries,  visited  this  Syna¬ 
gogue  at  Caifumfou  in  the  province  of 
Honarif  which  he  had  discovered  two 
years  before.  These  Chinese  Jews,  af¬ 
ter  showing  him  many  civilities,  laid 
before  him  their  kimSy  or  books  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  suffered  him  to  enter  into  the 
most  retired  and  sacred  part  of  their 
Synagogue,  where  none  except  the  chief, 
or  Chim-kiao  were  allowed  to  appear. 
There  were  thirteen  different  taberna¬ 
cles  placed  on  as  many  tables,  and  hung 
round  with  curtains.  The  sacred  books 
of  Moses  were  shut  up  in  each  of  these 
tabernacles,  twelve  oi  which  represent¬ 
ed  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the 
thirteenth,  Moses  himself.  These  books 
were  written  on  long  pieces  of  parch¬ 
ment  and  folded  up  in  rolls,  and  one  of 
the  curtains  being  drawn,  and  a  roll  un¬ 
folded,  they  appeared  to  be  copied  very 
neatly  and  distinctly.  In  the  Syna¬ 
gogue  were  many  old  chests,  which  con¬ 
tained  little  parcels  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
and  their  other  sacred  writings,  from 
which  they  recite  their  prayers,  and 
these  are  written  in  Hebrew.  All  these 
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books  theyprescrvc  with  more  care,  than 
if  they  were  silver  or  gold.  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  ot  the  Synagogue  is  placed  a  magni¬ 
ficent  chair,  with  a  rich  embroidered 
cushion,  upon  which  on  their  Sabbath- 
days,  they  place  the  books  of  their  law, 
when  they  read  them.  There  is  also  a 
picture  with  the  emperor’s  name;  but  no 
statues,  or  images  are  to  be  seen.  Their 
Synagogue  stands  east  and  west;  and  to 
this  fatter  point  they  turn  their  faces 
when  they  pray.  They  adore  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  as  the  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  the  Governor  of  the  Universe.  In 
/  coming  out  of  the  Synagogue  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  was  led  into  a  hall  adjoining  it, 
but  found  nothing  in  it  wortn  noticing 
but  a  number  of  censers.  They  told 
him  that  it  was  here  they  honoured  the 
famous  men  of  their  law,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  the  largest  perfuming  pan  appro¬ 
priated  to  Abraham  stands  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  hall,  and  next  to  it  are  placed 
those  that  belong  to  Isaac,  and  Jacob  and 
his  twelve  sons,  whom  they  call  Chel- 
cum-painse,  or  the  twelve  tribes  of  Is¬ 
rael,  after  these  are  placed  those  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  Aaron,  Joshua,  Esdras  and  of  many 
other  illustrious  personages  both  men 
and  women.  They  next  led  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  into  the  strangers’  apartment, 
where  he  shewed  them  the  titles  of  all 
the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  written 
in  Hebrew  at  the  end  of  his  Bible.  The 
Cham-kiao  read  them,  and  told  him  with 
astonishment,  that  they  were  the  names 
of  their  Chin-kim^  or  books  of  Moses. 
The  Missionary  then  opening  his  Bible, 
and  the  Jew  his  Beresith,  or  book  of 
Genesis,  they  compared  together  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Adam  down  to  Noah,  and 
found  all  along  a  perfect  agreement:  ar  1 
this  also  was  the  case  respecting  Ithe 
names  and  chronology  of  all  the  other 
books  of  Moses.  The  chief  told  him 
that  these  books  were  called  Beresithy  Fu- 
lesemothy  Vaiiera,  Vaiedabbevy  and  Hcid- 
debarim.  They  showed  him  these  books 
which  they  had  divided  into  fifty -three 
volumes;  but  not  being  master  of  the 
Hebrew  language,  the  Missionary  could 
derive  no  iniormation  from  this  circum¬ 
stance.  What  surprised  him  was,  that 
their  ancient  Rabbins  had  mixed  up  ma¬ 
ny  ridiculous  fables  with  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  even  in  the  books  of  Moses  them¬ 
selves.  He  was  therefore  inclined  to 
think,  they  had  adopted  the  Talmud,  but 


not  understanding  Hebrew,  he  codld 
not  speak  with  certainty  on  this  point. 
These  Jews  are  called  by  the  Chinese 
Tia-kin-kiao,  and  whether  Talmudists, 
or  not,  they  observe  many  ceremonies  of 
the  old  law,  such  as  circumcision,  the 
passover,  the  sabbath,  and  other  solem¬ 
nities  of  the  ancient  Jews.  They  told 
him,  that  they  came  into  China  during 
the  reigning  dynasty  of  Jf^aity  who  was  a 
descendant  of  the  fifth  of4he  twenty  two 
families,  which  possessed  the  empire  of 
China,  since  the  great  Koam-ti,  that  is 
since  the  year  of  the  Creation  2697. 
The  family  of  Han  furnif  bed  the  empire 
with  twenty-seven  Sovereigns,  who 
reigned  successively  426  years. 

Their  Synagogue  resembles  very  much 
our  European  Churches.  It  is  divided 
into  three  naves,  in  the  middle  one  of 
which  is  placed  the  chair  of  Moses,  the 
table  of  perfumes,  and  the  picture  of  the 
reigning  emperor:  the  two  others  arc 
yipropriated  to  prayer  and  adoration. 
They  pay  to  Confucius  the  same  hon¬ 
ours  as  he  receives  from  the  other  Chi¬ 
nese,  which  of  course  they  do  not  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  any  ways  idolatrous.  They 
call  their  law,  the  taw  of  Israely  and  say 
that  their  ancestors  came  from  a  wes¬ 
tern  kingdom,  named  Judea,  which 
Joshua,  atter  coming  from  Egypt,  and 
passing  the  Red  Sea  and  a  desert,  had 
conquered.  They  spoke  also  of  the 
books  of  Judges,  of  David,  Solomon, 
&c.,  so  that  they  had  other  writings  be¬ 
sides  those  of  Moses.  They  did  not 
know  that  the  Messiah  was  come,  or 
was  to  come,  when  interrogated  on  that 
head.  Th^  adore  God  under  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  Tieriy  or  Heaveriy  having  when 
they  came  -first  to  China,  found  that 
word  in  use  to  signify  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing,  in  which  sense  only  they  adopt  it, 
and  by  no  means  as  applied  to  the  ce¬ 
lestial  bodies.— We  may  conclude  from 
this  narrative,  that  if  other  proofs  still 
more  powerful  were  wanting  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  antiquity,  and  autnenticity  of 
the  sacred  volumes,  it  furnishes  one  of 
no  inconsiderable  weight.  C.  H.  W. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

-T— - - -  ■ 

CHRIST  CHURCH  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

In  our  last  communication  it  was  men¬ 
tioned  that  Dr.  Evans,  the  first  Episco¬ 
palian  Clergyman  in  Philadelphia,  in 
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consideration  of  the  increasing  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  age,  by  which  he  was  prevented 
from  attending  to  his  arduous  duties  in 
this  city,  accepted  an  invitation  from 
Maryland  to  take  charge  of  a  living,  the 
labours  of  which  he  could  better  periorm. 
This  took  place  in  the  year  1718. 

June  1718— As  soon  as  the  Church 
was  vacant,  the  vestry  took  measures  to 
provide  a  temporary  supply.  Letters  of 
invitation  were  sent  to  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Talbot,  who  was  officiating  at  Burling¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phry’s  at  Chester,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross 
of  New  Castle,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  San¬ 
dal  of  Wickacoa,  informing  them  of  the 
removal  of  Dr.  Evans,  and  soliciting  any 
assistance  which  they  might  be  abl^  to 
render,  consistently  with  their  other 
duties.  With  a  view  to  the  permanent 
establishment  of  another  minister,  who 
might  take  charge  of  the  growing  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  flourishing  congregation, 
as  well  as  to  the  more  effectual  and  easy 
supply  of  other  churches  in  America, 
the  following  communication  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  sent  to  the  archbishops  of 
England. 

To  the  most  Rev.  Fathers  in  God,  the 
Archbishops,  and  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England, 

The  representation  and  humble  peti¬ 
tion  of  many  of  the  faithful,  in  the  com¬ 
munion  of  the  Church  of  England,  in 
North  America,  most  humbly  showeth: 

That  whereas  tlie  British  Colonies 
and  settlements  in  America  have  now, 
for  many  years,  been  blessed  with  the 
pure  ana  primitive  doctrine  and  wor¬ 
ship  of  our  mother  the  Church  of  Enjj- 
land,  of  which  you  are  happily  at  this 
day,  great  ornaments  and  prime  rulers, 
and  whereas  for  the  want  of  Episcopacy 
being  settled  among  us,  and  that  there 
never  has  been  any  Bishop  sent  to  visit 
us,  our  churches  remain  unconsecrated, 
our  children  grown  up,  and  cannot  be 
confirmed,  their  sureties  under  solemn 
engagements,  and  cannot  be  absolved, 
and  our  clergy  sometimes  under  doubts 
which  cannot  be  resolved. 

But  whereas  more  especially  for  the 
want  of  that  sacred  power,  which  is  in¬ 
herent  to  your  Apostolic  order,  ^he 
vacancies  which  daily  happen  in  our 
ministry,  cannot  be  supplied  for  a  long 
time  from  England,  whereby  many  con¬ 
gregations  are  not  only  become  desolate, 


and  the  light  of  the  gospel  therein  ex¬ 
tinguished,  but  great  encouragement  gi- 
ven  to  sectaries  of  all  sorts  which 
abound,  and  increase  among  us. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  lord- 
ships  in  your  great  piety,  and  regard  for 
the  government  of  the  church  by  Bish¬ 
ops,  to  think  of  some  means,  whereby 
these  our  sorrowful  complaints,  and 
grievous  misfortunes  may  be  heard  and 
redressed.  And  that  Almighty  God, 
may  of  his  infinite  mercy  inspire  your 
thoughts,  and  assist  your  pious  endea¬ 
vours,  to  accomplish  this  evidently  ne¬ 
cessary  and  religious  work,  is  the  most 
earnest,  and  daily  prayer  of,  may  it 
please  your  lordships, 

Y our  Lordships’ 

Most  humble  Petitioners,  and 
Most  obedient  sons  and  servants. 

September — At  this  time  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hughs  came  to  Philadelphia, 
recommended  by  Col.  Spotswood,  then 
governor  of  Virginia,  and  offered  his  ser¬ 
vices  to  supply  the  Church,  until  the 
vestry  could  receive  accounts  from  the 
Bishop  of  London.'  This  gentleman 
was  received  by  the  vestry,  but  how  long 
he  remained  in  the  Church,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear. 

1719,  April — The  Episcopalians  in 
Philadelphia,  probably  concurring  with 
their  brethren  in  other  places  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  .sent  early  this  year  another 
memorial  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bish¬ 
ops  of  England,  urging  the  propriety, 
and  soliciting  the  establishment  of  an 
Episcopate  in  this  country.  This  subject 
had  been  at  difl’erent  times  agitated  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Evans  in  his  let¬ 
ter  already  published,  urges  a  variety  of 
arguments,  which  would  seem  to  prove 
the  expediency  of  the  measure.  It  is 
not  easy  perhaps  to  discover  what  cau¬ 
ses  operated  to  prevent  the  rulers  of  the 
Church  in  England,  from  granting  the 
frequent  prayer  of  her  children  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  No  doubt  the  reasons  were  such 
as  justified  the  course  pursued.  Yet  we 
cannot  help  lamenting,  that  this  favoui^ 
able  opportunity  was  lost,  when  it  would 
in  all  probability,  have  secured  to  our 
excellent  institutions  a  more  genera! 
adoption,  and  prevented  those  unplea¬ 
sant  disputes,  which  afterwards  arose  in 
the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

•Tune— The  Rev.  George  Ross,  whose 
name  has  been  before  mentioned,  as  the 


Christ  Church  in  Philadelphia. 


179 


clergyman  who  was  settled  at  New- 
Casfle  in  Delaware,  about  this  time  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Lon¬ 
don,  offering  him  the  Church  in  Phila¬ 
delphia;  this  letter  Mr.  Ross  forwarded 
to  the  vestry,  at  the  same  time  accom¬ 
panying  it  with  one  of  his  own  in  which 
he  declined  removing  from  his  Parish: 
as  soon  as  this  was  known  to  the  Bishop 
of  London,  he  licensed  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Vicary,  appointing  him  the 
Minister  of  Christ  Church,  who  arrived 
in  the  month  of  September.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  was  received  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  as  their  minister;  and  continued  to 
officiate  until  May  1723,  when  his  ill 
health  prevented  nis  attendance  upon 
duty. 

August — It  was  in  this  month  the  bu- 
rying  ground  belonging  to  Christ  church 
was  purchased.Within  the  century  which 
has  elapsed  since  this  spot  of  earth  was 
appropriated  as  a  receptacle  for  the  ash¬ 
es  of  the  dead;  how  many  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  have  been  there  deposited? 
Many  who  are  now  alive,  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  period,  when  that  ground 
will  cover  them,  can  here*  read  their 
genealogical  history,  and  count  their 
forefathers  for  several  generations,  by 
the  inscriptions  upon  their  tomb-stones. 
There  lie  the  gay,  the  sober,  and  the 
pious,  all  unconscious  of  the  events  which 
are  passing  around  them,  but  all  again 
to  rise,  to  stand  before  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ,  to  answer  for  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body. 

1723—  From  a  communication  made 
to  the  bishop  of  London,  in  December 
of  this  year,  we  learn  that  Christ  Church 
was  first  built  about  twenty -eight  years 
before,  and  that  during  that  penod  it  had 
been  twice  enlarged  by  additions  built 
thereto.  The  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vi¬ 
cary  took  place  about  this  period,  who 
had  supplied  the  Church  for  some  time, 
and  was  spoken  of  as  a  zealous  and  pious 
man.  As  was  usual  in  such  cases,  the 
vestry  immediately  made  known  the 
state  of  the  congregation  to  the  Bishop 
of  London,  praying  relief. 

1724—  A  letter  was  addressed  to  the  ! 
Rev.  Richard  Welton  by  the  vestry, 
requesting  him  to  accept  the  charge  of 
the  congregation,  who  within  a  few 
months  is  spoken  of  as  present  in  Phila- 
ladelphia.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  invitation  given  to  Mr.  W.,  was  on. 


ly  intended  for  a  short  time,  or  until 
tney  could  hear  from  England,  as  the 
next  year  this  gentleman  left  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  returned  to  Great  Britain.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  year  1724,  and 
the  whole  of  1725,  until  August  1726, 
the  Church  was  supplied  by  those  cler¬ 
gymen  residing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the'- Rev.  Mr.  Weyman,  Rev.  Mr.  Lead- 
manr,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holbrook. 

1726— In  August  of  this  year  the 
Rev.  Archibald  Cummings  arrived  from 
England,  bringing  wdth  him  a  license 
from  the  Bishop  of  London,  to  officiate 
in  Christ  Church.  This  gentleman  con¬ 
tinued  to  officiate  until  1740,  with  great 
satisfaction  to  the  congregation,  and 
with  good  success.  During  this  time 
several  interesting  circumstances  took 
place,  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the 
Church.  It  appears  tnat  the  number  of 
Episcopalians  had  so  much  increased, 
that  the  house  would  not  contain  the 
people  who  were  disposed  to  attend. 
The  Church  was  again  enlarged  by  add¬ 
ing  thirty -three  feet  to  the  west  end, 
and  the  foundation  of  the  steeple  was 
laid.  When  this  alteration  was  com¬ 
pleted,  the  organ  now  used  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  placed  in  the  Church,  it  was 
imported  from  England,  and  cost  200?. 

In  October  1732,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cum¬ 
mings  presented  a  letter  from  Dr.  Thom¬ 
as  Moore,  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  it 
was  mentioned,  that  the  sum  of  300/. 
had  then  lately  been  left  by  some  un¬ 
known  person  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  religion,  and  tnat  there  was 
a  probability  that  it  might  be  procured 
by  the  vestry,  in  order  to  augment  the 
living  of  their  rector.  Upon  this  intima¬ 
tion  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Moore, 
requesting  his  friendly  aid  in  the  busi¬ 
ness. 

1736--^In  this  year  the  first  mention 
.  is  made  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Peters,  who 
was  afterwards  Rector  of  the  Church 
for  several  years.  He  was  at  this  time  a 
young  gentleman  just  about  to  take  or¬ 
ders,  and  to  come  to  this  city.  The 
vestry  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  London,  requesting  that  he 
might  be  licensed  to  act  as  an  assistant 
minister  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Mr.  Peters  arrived;  but  it  appears 
he  declined  accepting  the  situation  as 
assistant  minister,  lor  reasons  which 
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were  deemed  sufficient  bj  the  vestry, 
but  which  are  not  detailed. 

He  frequently  preached  with  great 
acceptance,  and  is  spoken  of  by  the  ves¬ 
try  with  approbation,  both  as  a  minis¬ 
ter  and  as  a  man. 

1740 — In  this  year  the  name  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cummings  is  mentioned  for 
the  last  time.  He  died,  and  was.suc- 
ceeded  by  Rev.  Eneas  Ross,  who  sup¬ 
plied  the  vacancy. 

RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  LORd’s  DAY. 

Sir,— The' profitable  manner  in  which 
the  Lord’s  day  has  been  observed  by 
many  Christian  worthies,  forms  an  in¬ 
teresting  feature  in  their  historv,  and 
shows  the  propriety  of  that  excellent 
remark,  **  We  may  judge,  by  our  regard 
for  the  Sabbath,  whether  eternity  will 
be  forced  upon  us:”*  but  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  that  many  modern  professors, 
Far  from  hailing  it  as  “  the  best  of  all 
the  seven,”  appear  at  a  loss  to  find  cm- 1 
ployment  for  the  tedious  hours.  I  have 
noticed  some  such  characters:  through 
the  week  they  can  “  rise  up  early,  and 
sit  up  late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  careful¬ 
ness.”  It  is  otherwise  on  the  Sabbath; 
they  then  rise  late,  they  retire  early; 
and  yet  the  day,  thus  shortened,  is  to 
them  long  and  stupid.  To  give  a  few 
practical  hints  to  these,  the  following 
paper  is  drawn  up:  it  is  written  from  re¬ 
cent  observation;  and  it  will,  perhaps, 
afford  to  others  some  satisfaction,  to 
hear  of  those  who  can  delight  them¬ 
selves  in  the  Lord,  and  the  observance 
of  this  his  sacred  institution,  “  and  who 
honour  it,  not  doing  their  own  ways,  nor 
finding  their  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking 
their  own  words.’'  If  you  think  it  may 
be  in  any  way  useful,  its  insertion  in 
tlie  Guardian  will  oblige  your  friend  and 
constant  reader,  Eneas. 

The  providence  of  God  placed  Alfred 
in  the  bustle  of  extensive  business;  but 
having  his  affections  set  on  things  above, 
his  treasure  was  there  also.  He  was 
taught  in  the  school  of  affliction,  that 
vanity  is  inscribed  on  every  thing  below 
the  saies;  he  was  taught  in  the  school  of 
Christ  to  seek  those  things  which  are 
above,  where  Christ  sitteth  at  the  right 
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hand  of  God.  Frequently  was  he  weigh¬ 
ed  down  with  cares  and  anxieties  at¬ 
tendant  on  his  situation;  being  in  the 
way  of  duty,  they  were  not  disregarded: 
but  “he  saw  that  rest  was  good,  and 
the  goodly  land  that  it  was  pleasant;” 
therefore  would  he  bow  his  shoulder 
from  bearing  the  constant  burden,  and 
sigh  for  his  release.  At  such  times  these 
lines  were  to  him  very  interesting: 

O  sweet  abode  of  peace  and  love, 

Where  pilgrims  freed  from  toil  are  blest; 

I  Had  I  the  pinions  of  a  dove, 

I  I’d  fly  to  thee,  and  be  at  rest. 

Remembering,  however,  that  his  times 
were  in  the  hands  of  a  gracious  and  all¬ 
wise  Father,  that  his  duty  was  to  fulfil 
as  an  hireling  his  day,  and  be  patient, 
he  would  continue: 

But  hush,  my  soul,  nor  dare  repine; 

The  time  my  God  appoints  is  best; 

While  here  to  do  his  will  be  mine^ 

And  his  to  fix  my  time  of  rest. 

It  was  Alfred’s  happiness  to  enjoy 
occasionally,  in  the  family  circle  of  a 
clergyman  in  the  country,  the  sweets 
of  sanctified  friendship:  he  found  there 
those  who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  sincerity,  and  who  were  not  ashamed 
Xo  acknowledge  him  before  men.  They 
spake  often  one  to  another:  they  had  a 
sweet  subject^  which  many  times  caused 
their  hearts  to  burn  within  them;  that 
subject  was  redeeming  love— 

E’er  since,  by  faith  we  saw  the  stream 

Thy  flowing  wounds  supply, 

Redeeming  love  has  been  our  theme, 

And  shall  be  till  we  die. 

Here  would  he,  when  circumstances 
permitted,  retreat  from  the  world.  This 
favoured  spot  was  to  him  very  dear, 
because  it  afforded  spiritual  privileges 
which  he  did  not  enjoy  nearer  home, 
and  the  scenes  it  presented  were  not  so 
calculated  to  make  his  mind  dwell  on 
the  things  of  time,  as  those  with  which 
he  was  better  acquainted.  To  him  this 
was  not  a  matter  of  small  consequence, 
for  he  had  to  mourn  over  a  heart  prone 
to  wander  from  God.  His  attention  was 
too  often  inclined  to  be  occupied  with 
trifles,  rather '  than  with  those  weighty 
concerns  presented  in  the  Scriptures, 
under  the  ministry  of  the  word,  or  by 
the  immediate  influence  of  the  Spirit  or 
God.  When  he  would  do  good,  evil  was 
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piesent  with  him;  and  he  had  constantly 
to  use  such  a  prayer  as  the  Psalmist’s — 
«  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  ser¬ 
vant,  0  Imrd;  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no 
man  living  be  justifieil;”  or,  “  Cleanse 
the  thoughts  of  my  heart  by  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  1  may  per¬ 
fectly  love  thee,  and  worthily  magnify 
thy  holy  name.” 

On  a  Saturday  he  quitted  the  busy 
and  perplexing  scenes,  and  sought  the 
mansion  of  his  friend:  he  had  a  cordial 
and  affectionate  reception;  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  friend,  and  more  than  friend; 
as  a  brother,  because  he  professed  to 
love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity. 
“  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are 
my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another,”  is,  a  test  of  discipleship  which 
was  not  wanting  here.  The  week  was 
closed  as  a  preparation  for  the  Sabbath, 
in  reading,  conversation  on  the  things 
of  God,  and  humble  earnest  supplication 
with  thanksgiving;  and  each  retired  with 
the  pleasing  expectation  of  again  taking 
sweet  counsel  together,  and  walking  to 
the  house  of  God  in  company. 

In  the  morning  the  sun  shone  early 
into  Alfred’s  room;  he  awoke  and  wel¬ 
comed  the  rising  day:  “  O  when,”  said 
he,  “  shall  the  Sun  of  Righteousness 
arise  and  dispel  the  darkness  and  mists 
that  obscure  my  way?  when  sliall  I 
awake  up  after  thy  likeness?’’  He  arose, 
and,  after  bowing  his  knees  to  his  Pre¬ 
server,  to  acknowledge  his  unmerited 
goodness,  and  to  iinplore  his  further 
guidance  and  protection,  he  walked  forth 
to  meet  and  praise  him  as  his  Creator, 
and  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  All  was 
fresh  and  serene: 

Sweet  is  the  breath  of  morn,  her  rising  sweet, 
VVith  cliarm  of  earliest  birtls. 

The  lark  had  already  commenced  his 
song  of  praise,  and  the  lowing  of  cattle  | 
added  to  the  harmony.  The  scenery  on 
the  extensive  demesne  was  beautiful  and  ; 
interesting;  it  was  well  diversified  with  | 
wood  and  water,  while  some  bold  and  j 
towering  mountains  in  the  distance  gave 
sublimity  to  the  prospect.  Here  was 
room  for  contemplation,  for  wonder  and 
admiration.  Yes,”  thought  he,  ‘‘gra¬ 
cious  God!  here  are  thy  power  and  good¬ 
ness  manifest;  all  these  things  ham  thy 
f'and  made;  great  and  marvellous  are 
thy  works,  thou  King  of  Saints;  who  will 
not  praise  thee?”  fiut  the  scene  before 
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Alfred,  presented  Him  whom  he  de¬ 
lighted  to  contemplate  in  another  and 
more  endeared  capaci^,  the  Shepherd 
of  his  chosen  sheep:  “  He  shall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  shepherd;  he  shall  gather  the 
lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in 
his  bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those 
that  are  with  young.”  He  rambled 
tshrough  groves  and  thickets  till  he  came 
^  a  stream,  by  the  side  of  which,  he  sat 
down  under  the  shade  of  a  large  tree, 
and  sung, 

There  is  a  Fountain  fill’d  with  blood,  &c. 

Whether  any  one  heard  his  lay,  I  know 
not;  it  is  probable  that  to  very  many  it 
would  appear  unmeaning  or  uninterest¬ 
ing;  but  I  know  that  the  song  shall  yet 
become  general,  and  the  streams  of  that 
Fountain  shall  water  the  earth,  “for the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.”— - 
Spring  up,  O  well!  sing  ye  to  it:  spring 
up,  0  well! 

And  now  the  breakfast-bell  summon¬ 
ed  the  family  to  the  parlour,  and  with 
them,  such  of  the  tenantry  as  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  join  in  the  family  worship,  which 
was  first  engaged  in  when  all  were  as¬ 
sembled.  The  well-known  look  of  the 
Clergyman  seemed  to  say,  “O  come,  let 
us  worship  and  fall  down  and  kneel  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord  our  Maker.”  He  prayed 
for  his  dear  family  and  people,  lor  the 
congregation  committed  to  his  charge, 

I  and  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 
He  prayed  that  the  day  might  be  spent 
to  tlie  glory  of  God,  by  each  one  there 
bowed  in  his  presence,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  speak  the  truth  boldly,  as  he 
ought  to  speak,  to  point  sinners  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  to  build  up  believers  in 
their  most  holy  faith.  In  this  manner 
was  the  day  commenced:  the  subsequent 
conversation  was  in  general  cheerful 
and  profitable,  and  was  intended  to  mi¬ 
nister  grace  to  the  hearers.  But,  as  I 
draw  from  life,  I  cannot  describe  perfect 
characters,  nor  can  I  affirm  that  all  they 
said  was  free  from  error;  I  would  rather 
point  to  the  Scriptures  for  subjects  of 
interesting  and  social  inauiry,  and  who¬ 
ever  cannot  find  there  what  will  excite 
his  attention,  shows  not  only  a  want  of 
spirituality  of  mind,  but  a  deficiency  of 
taste  and  discernment.  Before  the  hour 
for  public  worship,  each  retired  to  his 
ftJom,  and  it  is  hoped  each  bowed  again 
in  supplication  to  the  throne  of  mer¬ 
cy,  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  word 
Z 
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of  his  grace,  which  was  to  be  read  or  1 
explained.  If  prayer  be  ever  neces¬ 
sary,  it  is  peculiarly  so  on  the  Sabbath: 
if  we  be  not  in  a  praying  spirit;  if  our 
minds  be  not  occupied  with  thoughts  of 
Christ  and  things  divine,  the  world  will 
ever  present  itself^  and  if  we  seek  not 
the  divine  blessing  on  the  services  of 
the  day,  what  warrant  have  we  to  ex¬ 
pect  it?  The  neglect  of  this  is  a  cause 
why  we  see  so  little  fruit  from  the  la¬ 
bours  of  zealous  and  devoted  Ministers; 
why  we  hear  them  complain  and  say, 
“  Who  hath  believed  our  report,  and  to 
whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?’’ 
The  family  again  assembled,  that  they 
might  go  together  to  church;  and  per¬ 
haps  the  sentiments  of  the  122d  Psalm, 
so  well  versified  by  Watts,  were  not 
peculiar  to  Alfred  on  this  occasion—^- 

How  pleas’d  and  bless’d  was  I 

To  hear  the  people  cry, 

“  Come  let  us  seek  our  God  to-day!” 

Yes,  with  a  cheerful  zeal 

We  haste  to  Zion’s  hill, 

And  there  our  vows  and  honours  pay,  Lc. 

The  solemnity  with  which  the  service 
of  the  Church  was  conducted;  the  awful, 
the  earnest,  the  aft'ectioiiate  addresses 
of  the  preacher,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  dwelt  on  the  dying  love  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  (for  it  was  a  subject  he  delighted 
to  set  before  his  hearers,)  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  aflect  those  who  felt  less  inter¬ 
ested  than  Alfred.  Many  times  did  he 
afterwards  speak  of  the  services  of  that 
day,  as  pleasing  and  profitable.  After 
puolic  worship,  the  children  of  the  Pa¬ 
rish  came  forward  to  be  catechized  and 
examined.  In  the  gratification  of  giving 
instruction,  Alfred  was  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Each  child  repeated  the  col¬ 
lect  for  the  day,  a  hymn,  a  portion  of 
the  Catechism,  with  Scripture  refer¬ 
ences,  and  a  few  verses  from  the  New 
Testament.  They  then  assembled  and 
formed  one  class;  a  chapter  was  read, 
and.  they  were  questioned  as  lo  its 
tneaning.  It  was  really  interesting  to 
hear  the  simple  observations  of  these 
juvenile  commentators.  To  those  who 
consider  it  a  delightful  task  to  rear  the 
tender  tliought  upwards,  and  to  teach 
the  young  idea  to  shoot  to  heaven,  there 
is  a  source  of  gratification  to  which  all 
others  are  strangers.  Exclusive  of  reli¬ 
gious  considerations,  there  is  a  pleasure 
in  witnessing  tlie  gradual  opening  of  the 


/ 

i  youthful  mind,  and  the  advancement  in 

j  the  first  principles  of  knowledge;  but  as 
here,  the  object  proposed  is  a  nobler 
one,  even  to  lead  children  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  themselves  as  lost  and  polluted 
creatures,  to  the  knowledge  of  tne  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour  of  sin¬ 
ners;  so  the  encouragements  to  persevere 
in  such  a  labour  ot  love  are  greater,  if 
there  appear  any  reason  to  hope  that 
the  word  has  reached  the  heart  of  even 
one  child.  Such  encouragements  the 
Christian  teacher  often  meets  with.  Yes; 
we  have  seen  some  “  Young  Cottagers,” 
some  “Jemmy  Ashtons,”  and,  please 
God,  we  will  see  more.  Before  they  sepa¬ 
rated,  a  box  was  produced  with  subdi¬ 
visions,  to  contain  the  weekly  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Bible,  Church  Missionary, 
Sunday  School,  and  the  Jews’  Societies. 
Some  persons  present  put  in  silver;  and 
as  the  children  deposited  their  pence, 
they  exliibited  more  pleasure  than  they 
would  do  in  the  purchase  of  trifles,  be¬ 
cause  they  had  learnt  to  value  those 
excellent  institutions.  It  would  enlarge 
this  paper  too  much,  to  relate  all  the  sub¬ 
sequent  transactions  and  occupations  of 
the  day.  One  of  the  family  had  engaged 
to  visit  an  abode  of  disease  and  pover¬ 
ty,  and  administer  to  the  wants  of  the 
poor  inhabitants.  Another  had  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  Testament,  and  lend  Tracts  to 
such  as  were  willing  to  read  them.  The 
worthy  Pastor  went  after  some  of  his 
absentee  parishioners,  to  know  why  they 
were  not  at  Church,  and  to  give  them 
his  serious  advice;  he  visited  also  some 
of  the  sick  ones  of  his  Parish;  he  prayed 
with  them,  and  gave  them  a  sketch  of 
his  sermon.  This  last,  appeared  to  Al¬ 
fred  an  act  of  great  kindness;  it  seemed 
as  if  intended  to  remove  the  painful 
feeling  that  might  be  caused  by  the  re¬ 
membrance  that  they  were  away  from 
the  assembly  of  God’s  worshipping  peo¬ 
ple,  while  it  brought  good  news  to  their 
ears  that  Jesus  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever,  present  alike  in 
every  place.  At  the  evening  service,  as 
the  congregation  was  select,  the  sermon 
was  more  immediately  addressed  to  be¬ 
lievers,  on  their  duties  and  privileges  in 
the  Gospel.  The  compilers  of  our  ad¬ 
mirable  Liturgy,  seemed  well  aware 
that  none  but  those  under  the  influence 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  could  pray  accepta¬ 
bly;  but  it  would  appear  as  if  they  had 
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jirticular  respect  to  the  children  of  the 
ingdom,  in  the  compilation  of  the  or¬ 
der  for  evening  prayer.  It  contains  such 
a  great  proportion  of  Scripture,  and  is 
beautified  with  such  songs  of  praise  as 
none  but  the  redeemed  could  sing: 
“  Lord,  now  iettest  thou  thy  servant 
depart  in  peace  according  to  thy  word; 
for  mine  eyes  hath  seen  thy  salvation, 
which  thou  hast  prepared  betore  the  face 
of  all  people,  to  be  a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  to  be  the  glory  of  thy  peo¬ 
ple  Israel.’’  The  afternoon  passed  away 
very  agreeably.  Some  interesting  anec¬ 
dotes  respecting  the  spread  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  at  home  and  abroad,  were  related, 
and  they  sung  some  favourite  hymns. 
Such  as  suppose  that  religious  charac¬ 
ters  are  necessarily  gloomy  and  melan¬ 
choly,  are  greatly  mistaken.  Who  have 
a  right  like  them  to  sing?  Surely  not  the 
profane  sinner.  The  language  of  Jeho¬ 
vah  concerning  such  is,  “  Behold,  all  ye 
that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compass  your¬ 
selves  about  with  sparks,  walk  in  the 
lights  of  your  fire,  and  the  sparks  that 
ye  have  kindled.  This  shall  ye  have  of 
my  hand,  ye  shall  lie  down  in  sorrow.” 
“  But  say  ye  to  the  righteous,  it  shall  be 
well  with  them.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  for 
it  becometh.weirthe  just  to  be  thankful.” 

With  humble  confidence  in  that  God, 
in  the  truth  of  his  promises,  and  the  un¬ 
changeableness  of  his  love,  these  friends 
now  separated;  and  whether  they  should 
again  see  each  other  in  the  flesh  or  not, 
(as  Alfred  had  to  return  homeward  ear¬ 
ly  next  morning,)  was  not  to  them  a 
matter  of  the  weightiest  consideration, 
for  they  hoped  ere  long  to  meet  where 
congregations  never  break  up,  and  sab¬ 
baths  never  end,  through  the  good  will  I 
of  Him  that  giveth  them  a  kingdom — 

When  a  day  without  a  night 
They  shall  spend  in  his  sight, 

And  eternity  seem  as  a  day. 

Christian  Guardian. ^ 

JVo.  7. 

letters  on  CHRISTIAN  PHILOSOPHY. 

My  DEAR  FRIEND, - ThE  task  which  I 

your  kind  favour  has  imposed  on  me,  is 
one  to  which  I  feel  a  painful  incompe¬ 
tence;  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  anx¬ 
ious  to  comply  with  every  request  made 
by  you.  The  claims  of  Christian  friend¬ 
ship  are  irresistible,  when  there  exists  a  ■ 


possibility  of  compliance  with  them;  and 
to  comply  with  such  a  request  as  yours 
would  be  indeed  delightful,  were  it  not 
for  this  discouraging  consciousness  of 
inability  to  do  the  subject  justice.  You 
must  be  aware,  that  to  have  satisfied 
one’s  own  mind,  and  to  convey  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  mind  of  another,  are  distinct 
things. 

^You  have  requested  me  to  state  on 
paper  those  views  of  Philosophy  and 
Theology,  at  which  you  have  sometimes 
heard  me  hint  in  our  familiar  conversa¬ 
tions.  I  mention  Philosophy  and  Theo¬ 
logy  together,  because  their  union  is  one 
important  branch  of  those  views.  I  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  so  interwoven  by  the 
Author  of  Nature  and  of  Revelation,  that 
the  subjects  cannot  be  separated  from 
each  other  in  our  contemplation  of  them, 
without  material  injury  to  both.  God  has 
united  them  in  his  word,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  put  asunder.  Perhaps  ii  all  the 
texts  were  to  be  brought  together,  in 
which  nature  is  made  illustrative  of 
grace — natural  of  spiritual  things,  a 
moiety  of  the  Scriptures  would  be  com* 
prehended  in  the  collection. 

And  is  there  any  thing,  I  would  ask, 
in  this  union,  that  should  excite  our  sur¬ 
prise?  Man  in  his  present  state,  as  com¬ 
prising  in  his  person  a  material  body  and 
an  immaterial  spirit,  and  furnished  with 
senses  which  are  the  inlets  to  ail  his 
perceptions,  is  incapable  of  receiving  in¬ 
struction  in  any  otner  way  than  by  the 
objects  to  which  those  senses  are  accom¬ 
modated.  He  was  created,  however,  to 
know,  to  love,  and  serve  God  his  Crea¬ 
tor:  from  this  knowledge,  this  love,  and 
service,  his  happiness  was  to  arise.  The 
contemplation  of  Goil  was,  in  his  state  of 
innocence,  a  constant  source  of  holy  de¬ 
light  and  that  delight  was  heaven  on  earth. 
But,  in  order  to  his  enjoyment  of  this  hap¬ 
piness,  i^  was  necessary  that  God  should 
reveal  himself.  And  how  was  this  to  be 
done  to  a  nature  constituted  as  man  was, 
but  by  a  speculum,  if  I  may  so  speak,  in 
which  the  nature  and  the  attributes  of 
God  should  be  reflected  by  his  works? 
Verbal  description  could  have  furnished 
no  ideas,  without  a  reference  to  visibili¬ 
ties.  Indeed,  all  verbal  description,  in 
the  primitive  language,  is  founded  on 
the  objects  of  sense;  every  word  in  that 
language  being  the  sign  of  some  such 
object.  Its  letters  are  not,  like  those  of 
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modern  languages,  combined  merely  to 
form  arbitrary  sounds;  but  everjr  root  has 
its  prototype  in  nature,  to  which  all  its 
derivatives  are  allied  in  meaning. 

Does  not  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
confirm  this  view,  when,  in  his  Epistle 
to  the  Romans  (chap.  i.  20),  he  asserts, 
that  “  the  invisible  things  of  God,  from 
the  creation  of  the  world,  are  clearly 
seen,  being  understood  by  the  things 
which  are  made?”  And  does  he  not 
maintain,  in  the  same  chapter,  that  cre¬ 
ation  affords  so  clear  a  display  of  its  Au¬ 
thor,  as  to  leave  those  who  have  lost  the 
knowledge  of  him  without  excuse?  And 
is  it  merely  the  existence  of  a  First 
Cause  that  is  thus  demonstrated?  Such 
a  demonstration  would  of  itself  fail  of 
accomplishing  the  objects  of  revelation, 
either  in  the  state  of  innocence,  or  in  tlie 
lapsed  state  of  man.  A  mere  revelation 
of  his  being  would  make  known  but  lit¬ 
tle  of  his  glory,  and  contribute  nothing 
to  the  happiness  of  his  rational  crea¬ 
tures.  Just,  I  conceive,  is  tlie  sentiment 
of  Bishop  Horne,  in  his  preface  to  his 
Commentary  on  the  Psalms:  ‘‘  The  visi¬ 
ble  works  01  God  are  formed  to  lead  us, 
under  the  direction  of  his  word,  to  a 
knowledge  of  those  which  are  invisible; 
they  give  us  ideas,  by  analogy,  of  a  new 
creation  rising  gradually,  Uke  the  old 
one,  out  of  dai'Kness  and  deformity,  until 
at  length  it  arrives  at  the  perfection  of 
glory  and  beauty;  so  that  while  we  praise 
the  Lord,  for  all  the  wonders  of  his  poM^- 
er,  wisdom,  and  love,  displayed  in  a 
system  which  is  to  wax  ola  and  perish, 
we  may  therein  contemplate,  as  in  a 
glass,  those  new  heavens  and  that  new 
earth,  of  whose  duration  there  shall  be 
no  end.”  With  this  agrees  the  view  of 
the  same  subject,  expressed  by  another 
learned  Prelate  of  our  Church,  Bishop 
Lo^fth,  in  his  Prelections  (Lect.  xxxi.  p. 
L),  who  observes,  that  in  the  volume  of 
Scripture,  certiiin  images,  taken  prin¬ 
cipally  from  nature,  express  certain 
otner  ideas,  which  are  not  otherwise  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  human  understanding.”  In 
confirtnation  of  the  doctrine,  that  ml  our 
ideas  are  derived  from  tlie  employment 
of  our  senses,  let  any  man  examine  the 
images  with  which  his  mind  is  furnish¬ 
ed;  or  let  him  trace  to  its  origin  any 
Scriptural  notice  of  spiritual  things;  and 
he  will  assuredly  fina  that  they  <ul  have 
their  prototypes  in  nature. 


Is  it  not  reasonable  to  expect,  that 
creation  should  be  the  groundwork  of 
Revelation?— that  God,  who  created 
man  to  be  h^py  in  the  knowledge  and 
enjoyment  of  Himself,  should  so  consti¬ 
tute  his  previous  creation  of  the  world, 
as  to  exhibit  therein  his  own  nature  and 
erfections,  so  far  as  they  could  be  made 
nown?  Is  there  any  thing  absurd  in 
the  supposition,  that  He,  to  whom  were 
“known  all  his  works  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world,”  and  who  provided 
redemption  for  fallen  man  in  his  own 
counsels  before  he  brought  any  thing  in¬ 
to  being,  should  have  so  arranged  the 
process  of  creation,  and  the  active  and 
passive  matter  of  which  creation  is  com¬ 
posed,  as  to  afford  therein  an  illustration 
of  the  natural  state  of  man  ever  since 
the  fall  of  our  first  parents,  and  of  his 
own  grace  in  our  restoration  to  his  image 
and  likeness? 

If  an  analogy  between  the  natural 
agents  and  their  divine  Author  be  ob¬ 
served,  it  will  more  easily  account  for 
the  origin  of  idolatry  than  any  other  hy¬ 
pothesis.  The  fallen  mind  of  man  being 
darkened  by  the  introduction  of  sin,  lost 
sight  of  the  invisible  and  eternal  God¬ 
head,  and  ascribed  to  the  creature, 
which  he  had  made  an  image  of  Himself, 
that  honour  which  belonged  only  to  the 
Creator.  It  would  be  easy,  I  conceive, 
to  prove,  that  the  worship  of  celestial 
influences  preceded,  by  many  ages,  the 
demonolatry  to  which  a  living  author 
has  attempted  to  trace  up  all  the  idola¬ 
tries  of  the  world,  and  that  the  grosser 
pollutions  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  a  primitive  more  simple  and 
natural  deviation  from  truth.  The  ima¬ 
ges  of  gold  and  silver,  of  wood  and 
stone,  which  were  made  objects  of  reli¬ 
gious  attention,  were  originally  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  those  active  agencies  by 
which  God  at  first  formed  and  now  go¬ 
verns  the  materials  which  he  had,  by  an 
immediate  exertion  of  omnipotence, 
created. 

Delightful  to  my  mind,  my  deaf  friend, 
is  this  view  of  the  works  of  God.  It  con¬ 
nects  every  science  with  divinity.  It  il¬ 
lustrates,  in  a,  way  adapted  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  man,  the  gracious  agency  of  the 
triune  Jehovah  on  the  fallen  soul  of  man, 
and  perhaps  also  on  unembodied  and 
disembodied  spirits,  by  the  triune  agen¬ 
cy  of  material  influence  on  the  macro- 


185 


Address  to  the  Convention  of  Virginia. 


cosm  of  the  universe,  and  the  microcosm 
of  the  human  body;  and  indeed  of  every 
animal  and  of  every  plant  with  M^hich 
the  earth  is  furnished.  All  these  “  live, 
and  move,  and  have  their  being,”  by 
union  with  external  influence  adapted 
to  their  nature,  and  by  being  the  subjects' 
of  that  influence;  while  spiritual  subsis¬ 
tences  derive  all  their  life  and  power  of 
motion,  all  their  conformity  to  God,  and 
I  active  subservience  to  his  glory,  from  his 
!  influence. 

In  my  future  communications  on  this 
interesting  subject,  if  life  and  leisure 
should  allow  me  to  comply  with  your 
request,  you  must  not  expect  from  me 
more  than  an  outline  of  tlie  several  to¬ 
pics  which  I  may  introduce  to  your  no¬ 
tice,  with  a  reference  to  authors  who 
have  filled  up  that  outline:  and  in  se¬ 
lecting  topics  for  such  references,  it  is 
my  intention  to  follow  the  order  of 
Scripture,  without  any  systematic  ar- 
■  rangement;  for  you  will  already  have 
understood,  that,  though  I  do  not  consi¬ 
der  the  Scriptures  to  have  been  written 
for  the  primary  purpose  of  conveying  to 
man  a  knowledge  of  nature,  yet  I  do 
consider  that  knowledge  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  handmaid  to  religion;  that  the 
Scriptures  have,  in  a  subordinate  view, 
dwelt  largely  on  natural  subjects;  and 
that  they  always  speak  scientifically  and 
correctly  concerning  them.  If  human 
systems,  whether  philosophical  or  theo¬ 
logical,  speak  not  according  to  this  rule, 
it  IS  because  there  is  no  truth  in  them. 

Praying  that  all  our  studies  may  be 
sanctified  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross,  I  re¬ 
gain,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

Physico-Theologus. 
Christian  Guardian. 

Ju  address  to  the  Convention  of  the  Pro¬ 
testant  Episcopal  Church  f  in  Virgi¬ 
nia.  By  Bishop  Madison.— May  1793. 

Brethren, — When  I  determined  to 
send  circular  letters  to  the  diflferent  vi¬ 
sitors,  in  order  that  I  might  through 
Inem,  request  a  general  attendance  of 
the  clergy,  at  this  convention,  I  was 
aware  of  the  inconveniences  to 
"^hich  some  of  the  members  might  be 
exposed.  But,  such  is  still  the  situation 
el  our  church,  so  loudly  doth  it  call  for 
the  counsels  of  all  its  friends,  that  no  | 


doubt  was  left  upon  my  mind,  but  those 
inconveniences  would  be  cheerfully 
borne  provided  our  consultation  should 
be  prouuctive  of  beneficial  eflFects.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  result,  whether  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  devise  any  plan,  or  pro¬ 
pose  any  measures  which  may  tend  to 
that  end,  so  ardently  to  be  supplicated, 
still,  it  is  surely  a  solemn  duty  imposed 
upon  all  of  us,  to  endeavour  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  our  Zion,  by  all  those 
prudent  means,  which  our  profession 
will  justify.  This  is  most  likely  to  be 
effected  by  the  combined  wisdom  and 
experience  of  the  whole  body  of  the  cler¬ 
gy.  It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  I  should  be  anxious  to  see  all  the 
faithful  pastors  of  our  church  here  as¬ 
sembled,  and  that  I  should  earnestly 
entreat  them  in  particular,  seriously  to 
consult,  to  digest,  and  bring  forward  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Convention, 
whatever  may  appear  most  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  interest  of  religion,  and  that 
church  of  which  we  are  the  ministers. 

I  trust,  that  the  good  effects  of  our 
late  ministerial  exertions,  are  generally 
felt  and  acknowledged,  and  that  our  af¬ 
fairs,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
begin  to  assume,  somewhat,  a  more 
pleasing  aspect.  Several  valuable  mi¬ 
nisters  liave  been  sent  forth,  men,  from 
whose  piety  and  labours  we  may  antici¬ 
pate  the  happiest  eflTects;  our  congrega¬ 
tions  seem  more  attentive  to  their  reli¬ 
gious  concerns,  and  I  ardently  hope,  are 
gradually  advancing  to  a  greater  degree 
of  Christian  perfection.  Still,  however, 
our  exertions  must  be  unabated,  they 
must  even  increase;  we  must  continue  to 
advance,  if  we  would  not  become  retro¬ 
grade.  Nor  can  4  think,  but  that  Provi¬ 
dence,  at  this  moment,  affords  the  most 
favourable  opportunitv  for  prudent  and 
strenuous  exertion.  it  has,  in  some  de¬ 
gree,  checked  that  fervor  of  enthusiasm 
w  hich  has  lately  ravaged  our  church.  Our 
evils  have  in  a  great  measure  flowed 
from  that  source.  But  there  is  another 
enemy,  which  is  daily  m#kirig  rapid  ad¬ 
vances,  and  whose  progress,  if  possible, 
we  must  arrest;  I  mean  the  demon  of  ir- 
religion.  These  are  the  two  principal 
enemies  which  we  have  to  oppose,  and 
which  call  for  all  the  wisdom,  and  all  the 
zeal  of  every  sincere  minister.  That  the 
spirit,  and  the  resolution  necessary  for 
the  most  zealous  opposition  animates 
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the  breast  of  every  one  present,  I  do  not 
question;  but  what  are  the  prudent 
means  which  we  must  employ?  what  are 
the  weapons;  what  is  the  armour  we  must 
put  on  for  this  Christian  warfare?  These 
are  inquiries  which  demand  our  most  se¬ 
rious  attention. 

I  could  have  wished  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  rather  to  have  heard  the  sentiments 
of  my  brethren,  than  to  have  expressed 
my  own.  I  do  not  pretend  that  I  have 
not  reflected,  and  that  often  and  serious¬ 
ly  upon  the  situation  of  our  Church,  and 
the  means  of  promoting  its  prosperity; 
but  I  am  not  so  presumptuous  as  to 
think,  that  better  may  not  still  be  devi¬ 
sed  than  those  which  have  occurred  to 
me.  Perhaps,  however,  the  propositions 
which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you,  if  they  do  not  meet  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  this  assembly,  may  at  least  be 
the  means  of  calling  forth  others,  which 
may  operate  more  effectually  towards  the 
end  we  all  have  in  view. 

The  first  that  I  shall  submit  to  your 
consideration,  as  of  great  importance  in 
my  mind,  towards  reviving  a  just  sense 
or  religion  and  establishing  a  due  minis¬ 
terial  influence  among  our  Parishioners, 
is,  that  the  different  pastors  should  con¬ 
sider  it  as  a  duty  to  visit  their  Parish¬ 
ioners  at  their  private  dwellings,  as  of¬ 
ten  in  the  year  as  may  be  convenient;— 
that,  at  these  visits,  children  should  be 
examined  and  instructed  in  their  Cate¬ 
chism;  parents,  when  necessary,  exhort¬ 
ed  to  lead  Christian  lives,  and  to  be  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  religious  instruction  of 
their  children;  whilst  the  well-disposed 
should  be  encouraged  to  persevere,  and 
to  be  steadfast  in  their  attachment  to 
the  Church.  A  practice- of  the  kind  here 
recommended,  would  not  only  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  best  effects  in  a  religious 
point  of  view,  but  it  seems  also  essenti¬ 
ally  necessary  in  order  to  form  that 
friendly  attachment,  or  that  intimate 
union,  between  ministers  and  their  flocks, 
which  would  render  their  public  exhor¬ 
tations  more  efficacious;  it  would  aftbrd 
the  best  opportunity  of  counteracting 
the  great  havoc  which  novel  teachers  are 
daily  making,  and  which  is  carried  on 
more  successfully,  I  believe,  by  their 
rivate  intercourse,  than  by  their  public 
arangues;  it  would  also  evince  a  spirit 
of  disinterestedness  and  real  concern 
for  the  religious  welfare  of  our  flocks. 


which,  whilst  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minister 
uniformly  to  manifest,  would  at  the  same 
time,  cause  him  to  be  more  highly  res¬ 
pected  and  beloved.  It  appears  then, 
that  this  proposition  is  recommended  to 
us,  by  several  cogent  considerations, 
whether  we  attend  to  the  proper  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  ministerial  functions,  to 
the  influence  it  will  give  the  different 
pastors  in  their  congregations,  or  to  the 
means  it  would  afford  of  counteracting 
the  opponents  of  the  church,  and  of  re¬ 
novating  constantly  the  attachment  of 
its  members.  Perhaps  in  some  cases, 
such  visits  would  not  always  be  conve¬ 
nient;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  to  the 
greater  part  of  our  congregations,  they 
would  be  justly  estimated,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the 
interest  of  the  church. 

A  second  proposition,  which  I  shall 
make,  appears  also,  at  this  time,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  of  great  importance  to  the  real 
interest  of  our  holy  religion  and  of  our 
church. 

'  It  is,  that  the  ministers  should  cause 
to  be  distributed  among  their  congrega¬ 
tions,  such  books  or  pamphlets,  as  would 
tend  to  check  that  spirit  of  proselytism, 
which  so  strongly  distinguishes  most 
sects,  by  exposing  whatever  may  appear 
erroneous,  in  a  plain  and  cjgidid  man¬ 
ner,  and  at  the  same  time,  snowing  the 
verity  and  consequent  superiority  of  the 
principles  of  our  own  church.  The  dis¬ 
semination  of  pamphlets'  which  might 
have  such  a  tendency,  appears  particu¬ 
larly  necessary  at  this  time.  Every  one 
must  have  observed,  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  enthusiasts;  the  one  seems  to 
be  composed  of -men  of  a  warm  imagi¬ 
nation,  strong  passions,  and  little  or  no 
judgment.  These  lay  hold  of  some  fa¬ 
vourite  tenet,  which  may  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  exercising  the  powers  of 
the  imagination,  and  which  they  make 
the  groundwork  upon  which  to  erect  a 
sect.  The  other  is  composed  of  men 
more  ignorant,  but  active  and  indefati¬ 
gable.  They  dream  dreams,  and  see 
visions.  They  are  favoured  with  imme¬ 
diate  inspiration  from  Heaven,  they  soar 
above  the  vulgar  rules  of  morality,  and 
sanctifying  the  means  by  the  end,  omi 
nothing  to  complete  their  designs.  How 
shall  we  effectually  counteract  either,  bu 

by  diffusing  such  pamphlets  as  sha 
place  those  truths  or  principles  whicn 
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are  hi  danger  of  being  obscured,  in  their 
proper  light.  What  mischief,  for  in¬ 
stance,  have  not  those  wild  notions  res¬ 
pecting  divine  illumination,  or  inspira¬ 
tion,  produced?  The  ordinary  means  of 
interpreting  and  explaining  Scripture 
are  of  no  moment,  so  long  as  the  eartra- 
ordhiary  can  be  obtained;  the  Scriptures 
are  thus  warped  to  support  any  opinion, 
however  contrary  to  the  truth;  our  flocks 
are  misled  and  too  often,  in  consequence, 
abandon  their  maternal  church.  These 
evils  flow  from  the  want  of  information. 
Place  the  truth  in  its  proper  light;  let  it 
shine  forth  in  every  man’s  house,  from 
plain,  but  judicious  pamphlets,  and  it 
will  soon  illuminate  the  mind.  Again, 
it  is  an  opinion  which  has  become  too 
prevalent,  that  a  Christian  may,  consis¬ 
tently  with  his  profession,  change  his 
sect  as  often  as  he  pleases,  or  as  often  as 
caprice  may  direct;  and  that  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  Christ  may  be  administered 
by  any  one  .who  shall  assume  the  minis¬ 
terial  office.  Such  opinions  not  only 
nurse  the  spirit  of  disunion  among  Chris¬ 
tians,  whose  fatal  effects  to  genuine  re-' 
bgion,  I  need  not  here  mention,  but  sub¬ 
vert  the  fundamental  principles  of  a 
Christian  church.  It  is  time  to  evince 
to  the  people,  committed  to  our  charge, 
the  error  and  the  dangerous  tendencv  of 
such  sentiments,  and  to  show  the  duty 
and  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  those 
institutions  which  Christ  and  his  apostles 
established.* 


*  In  a  late  charge  by  the  Bishop  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  a  prelate,  distinguished  for  his  learning 
and  his  piety,  speaking  of  the  constitution 
and  use  of  the  church  of  Christ,  he  makes 
some  observations  which  deserve  the  serious 
attention  of  all  Christians.  “  Salvation,  says 
he,  is  a  gift  of  grace,  that  is,  it  is  a  free  gift  to 
which  we  have  no  natural  claim.  It  is  not  to 
be  conceived  within  ourselves,  but  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  consequence  of  our  Christian  call* 
mg,  from  God  himself,  through  the  means  of 
his  ordinances.  These  can  no  man  adminis¬ 
ter  to  effect,  but  by  God’s  own  appointment; 
at  first  by  his  immediate  appointment,  and  af¬ 
terwards  by  succession  and  derivation  from 
thence,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Without 
this  rule,  we  are  open  to  imposture,  and  can 
be  sure  of  nothing;  we  cannot  be  sure,  that 
our  ministry  is  e&ctive,  and  that  our  sacra¬ 
ments  are  realities.  We  are  very  sensible, 
the  spirit  of  division  will  never  admit  this  doc- 
tnne;  yet  the  spirit  of  charity  must  never  part 
^itb  it.  Writers  and  teachers,  who  make  it 
^  point  to  give  no  offence,  treat  these  things 


I  would  propose  that  the  clergy  now  as¬ 
sembled,  specify  such  pamphlets,  as  shall 
appear  most  useful  for  doctrinal  infor¬ 
mation;  that  a  sufficient  number  of  co¬ 
pies  be  obtained  for  the  congregation* 
generally;. that  the  respective  Minister* 
be  supplied  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  their  cures,  ana  that  they  distribute 
them  to  the  people,  charging  them  only 
with  the  first  cost. 

It  is  true,  that  sermons  should  occa¬ 
sionally  be  delivered  upon  such  doctri¬ 
nal  and  institutional  topics,  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  most  necessary  for  the  information 
of  congregations;  they  would,  no  doubt, 
when  conducted  without  reflections  up¬ 
on  particular  sects,  have  a  good  effect 
for  the  moment.  But  to  produce  that 
which  shall  be  permanent,  tlie  same  doc¬ 
trine  must  be  submitted  to  private  con¬ 
sideration,  and  reiterated  perusal. 

Nor  should  our  attention  be  confin¬ 
ed  to  pamphlets,  which  respect  merely 
the  doctrines  or  the  institutions  of  our 
Church.  Devotional  tracts,  such  as 
would  inspire  and  keep  alive  the  spirit 
of  a  warm  but  rational  piety,  are  greatly 
wanted.  Let  then  such  of  this  nature 
also,  be  dispersed,  as  the  ministry  may 
approve  and  recommend  to  their  con- 

very  tenderly;  but  he  who,  in  certain  cases> 
gives  men  no  offence,  will  for  that  reason  give 
them  no  instruction.  Light  itself  is  painful  to 
weak  eyes;  but  delightful  to  them,  when  grown 
stronger,  and  reconciled  to  it  with  use;  and 
lie,  who  was  instrumental  in  bringing  them 
to  a  more  perfect  slate  of  vision,  though  less 
acceptable,  at  first,  may  yet,  for  his  real 
kindness,  be  more  cordially  thanked  after¬ 
wards,  than  if  he  had  made  the  ease  and  safe¬ 
ty  of  his  own  person  the  measure  of  liisduty.” 

In  the  same  paragraph,  he  further  observes, 
“We  are  informed,  that  the  liberties  taken 
of  late  years  against  the  ministry  of  the 
church,  have  terminated  in  an  attempt  to  be¬ 
gin  a  spurious  Episcopacy,  or  an  Episcopacy 
without  succession  in  America;  a  particular 
account  of  the  affair  has  been  published  in  a 
life  of  Mr.  John  Wesley,  and  the  case  appears 
to  have  been  as  reported.  Mr.  Wesley,  when 
questioned  about  this  fact  in  his  life-time,  did 
not  deny  it,  but  pleaded  necessity  to  justify 
the  measure,  (see  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wesley  by  John  Hampson;)  a  fatal  prece¬ 
dence,  if  it  should  be  followed.  For  if  a  Pres¬ 
byter  can  consecrate  a  Bishop,  we  admit  that 
a  man  may  confer  a  power,  of  which  he  is  not 
himself  possessed;  instead  of  “  the  less  being 
blessed  of  the  greater,”  the  “  greater  is  bles¬ 
sed  of  the  less,”  and  the  order  of  all  things  in¬ 
verted.” 
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jrregatioiis.  The^  would  not  only  be  lie  worship.  It  is  this  circumstance 
thus  called  to  active  piety,  but  secured  which  in  point  of  Psalmody,  gives  to  the 
against  the  impressions,  which  the  ap-  dissenting  congregations  such  an  advan- 

pearance  of  greater  devotion  and  zeal  tage  over  those  of  our  Church, 
in  other  sects,  must  always  make  upon  If  the  duty  which  I  have  mentioned 
the  minds  of  the  truly  religious.  Many  could  be  brought  into  general  practice* 
educated  in  the  bosom  of  our  Church,  and  I  cannot  doubt,  but  the  well-dis- 
desert  it,  not  solely  from  a  conviction  posed  might  be  easily  led  to  the  con- 
of  errors  in  doctrine,  but  because  the  stant  performance  of  it,  the  happiest 
great  bulk  of  its  members  seem  indifter-  change  in  our  religious  affairs  would  be 
ent  to  religious  exercises.  Another  so-  the  immediate  consequence;  the  change 
ciety  is  sought  for,  in  which  the  pious  would  be  most  important  in  a  religious 
are  countenanced  and  stimulated  by  re-  point  of  view,  which  is  ever  the  first 
ciprocal  example.  Why  can  we  not  in-  consideration,  and  it  would  also  make 
troduce  an  equal  attention  to  their  re-  an  impression  most  favourable  to  our 
ligious  duties  among  the  members  of  Church,  in  the  minds  of  all. 
pur  own  Church,  a  conduct  equally  4th.  I  have  only  one  more  proposition 
guarded  and  pious?  It  must  be  done,  or  to  make;  which  is,  that  we  should  all 
we  shall  have  only  the  semblance  of  re-  consider  the  interests  of  the  Church,  as 
ligion  among  us.  VVe  have  approached  a  common  cause,  which  we  are  bound 
too  nearly  to  that  verge  already.  Let  to  support  by  every  consideration  tlie 
us  then  endeavour  to  disseminate  valu-  most  sacred. — The  Ministers  in  particu- 
able  devotional  treatises,  and  by  all  the  lar,  should  ever  hold  themselves  related 
means  in  our  power,  recommend  and  to  each  other  by  a  truly  fraternal  con- 
encourage,  exhort,  and  enforce  attention  nexion.  A  general  cause  unites  them; 
to  them.  but  this  union  should  be  cherished,  it 

A  third  proposition  I  have  to  make  is,  should  be  a  principle  of  action. — It 
that  we  should  endeavour  to  introduce  should  animate  the  whole  body,  and 
family  prayers,  among  the  members  of  render  the  concerns  of  one,  the  concerns 
our  Churen;  nothing,  we  are  persuaded,  of  the  whole.  But  this  principle,  that 
tends  more  to  keep  up  a  sense  of  religion  it  may  be  productive  of  the  beneficial 
in  the  minds  of  men,  than  a  serious  and  effects  we  desire,  supposes  necessarily, 
constant  performance  of  this  necessary  the  utmost  purity  in  the  order  to  which 
duty.  But  it  is  more  neglected  in  the  we  belong.  It  is  essentially  necessary 
'  families,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  then,  that  the  preservation  of  the  credit 
of  our  Church,  than  in  any  other  what-  and  reputation  of  our  order,  should  be 
ever.  I  would,  therefore,  beseech  you,  the  contant  object  of  every  Minister, 
with  earnestness,  to  exhort  every  house-  That  confidence  in  each  other,  which 
keeper  in  your  parishes,  both  privately  should  distinguish  our  society,  that  dis¬ 
and  publicly,  to  worship  God  daily  in  interested  love  for  the  brotherhood,  that 
their  families.  Among  tlie  poorer  class,  respect  and  estimation  whicii  it  should 
books  with  proper  forms  should  be  dis-  have  in  our  own  eyes,  as  well  as  those 
tributed  gratis,  or  at  as  low  price  as  pos-  of  the  world,  require,  that  every  one 
sible.  I  would  not  propose  that  the  Cler-  should  consider  himself  as  deeply  inter- 
gy  should  be  burthened  with  this  ex-  ested  in  the  conduct  of  every  Clergy- 
pense,  but  that  the  Vestries  should  sup-  man.  Without  an  entire  purity,  we  can- 
ply  such  as  the  Ministers  may  recom-  not  have  confidence;  without  confi- 

mend.  If  also,  on  particular  days,  as  dence,  we  cannot  act  as  one  firm,  united 

Sundays,  when  there  may  be  no  public  body,  whose  interests  and  views  are  the 
service  in  our  Church,  sufficiently  con-  same;  in  short,  as  a  phalanx,  whose 
venient,  families  could  be  persuaded  to  strengtli  depends  upon  the  integrity  ot 
introduce  their  devotions  with  singing  all  its  parts.— Without  this  union,  this 
of  Psalms,  or  Hymns,  the  practice  would  entire  consolidation  of  views  and  inter- 
effectually  revive  Psalmody  in  our  est,  success,  as  a  Christian  sect, 
Churches.  Unless  it  originate  or  pre-  be  expected.  Observe  what  strength  an 
vail  in  families,  our  congregations  will  firmness  those  sects  are  gaining,  by  their 
never  be  brought  to  join  generally  in  prudent  regulations  of  this  kind,  whose 
that  essential  and  beautiful  part  of  pub-  view^s  are  certainly  not  friendly  to  tne 
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prosperity  of  our  Church.  To  maintain 
cven^the  ground  we  now  jpossess,  we 
must  adopt  measuies  equally  prudent; 
but  to  advance,  to  recover  a  part  of 
what  we  have  lost,  our  system  must  not 
only  be  wise  and  prudent,  but  it  must 
be  pursued  with  an  uniformity,  with  an 
unaeviating  regularity,  with  a  firmness 
and  constancy  which  no  events  can 
shake.  It  is  time  to  unite  “  the  wisdom 
of  the  serpent  with  the  innocence  of  the 
dove.”  And  it  is  fortunate,  that  these 
measures,  which  expediency  may  seem 
to  suggest,  or  particularly  to  require, 
are  also  suggested  by  duty. 

The  promotion  of  true  religion  is  our 
primary  duty;  but,  split  as  the  Christian 
world  IS,  into  parties,  we  have  also  the 
interests  of  a  sect  to  promote,  in  order 
to  perform  that  primary  duty.  For  this 
purpose,  we  must  have  not  only  our  ex¬ 
ternal  but  internal  regulations,  we  must 
have  a  line  of  conduct  delineated,  which, 
though  it  will  not  admit  of  canonical 
injunction,  still  should  be  systematical¬ 
ly  pursued  by  every  Minister.  The  force 
of  an  uniform  systematic  conduct,  upon 
the  human  mind,  in  every  instance,  is 
almost  irresistible.  It  carries  individu¬ 
als  directly,  or  by  the  shortest  route,  to 
the  object  at  which  tliey  aim;  but,  when 
wisely  conceived  by  a  body  of  men,  they 
are  rendered  compact  and  strong;  their 
progress  towards  the  attainment  of  their 
end  is  constantly  accelerated:  but  with¬ 
out  a  system,  a  sect  becomes  a  heap  of 
sand,  unconnected  and  disunited,  ready 
to  be  drifted  or  blown  about  in  any  di- 
recti'^n,  by  the  first  wind  which  assails 
them. 

I  hus,  my  brethren,  I  have  laid  before 
you,  as  briefly  as  I  could,  such  observa¬ 
tions  as  it  appeared  to  me  W'ere  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  your  attention;  of  that,  how¬ 
ever,  you  will  judge.  Their  object  is  to 
promote  that  holy  religion,  whose  Minis¬ 
ters  we  are,  by  reviving  a  spirit  of  true 
piety,  and  by  invigorating  that  attach- 
ii^eiit  to  our  Church,  which,  through  the 
'vant  of  proper  information,  I  fear  has 
been  too  much  relaxed  among  most  of 
eur  congregations.  But  let  those  means 
'vhich  have  been  proposed,  be  adopted, 
''^ith  a  zeal  becoming  the  greatest  of  all 
<>bjects,  the  salvation  of  souls;  or  let  any 
others,  which  the  wisdom  of  this  assembly 
wiay  prefer,  be  adopted  and  pursued  in 
the  manner  they  ought^  and  I  doubt  not, 
VoL.  I, 


with  the  assistance  of  the  divine  grace, 
but  that  success  will  rew^ard  our  labours. 
Like  the  rebuilders  of  Jerusalem,  after 
the  captivity,  we  must,  in  the  language 
of  the  Prophet,  “  every  one,  with  one  of 
his  hands,  work  in  the  building;  with 
the  other,  hold  a  weapon.”  With  one 
hand  we  must  build  up  our  people  in 
the  doctrine  of  piety,  and  the  .Spostolic 
ins  itutions  of  our  Church,  whilst  with 
the  other,  we  must  resist  that  spirit  of 
proselytism,  which  is  so  unworthy  of  the 
followers  of  Christ,  but  which  will  other¬ 
wise  demolish  as  fast  as  we  build. — In 
short,  be  it  our  duty  in  all  things,  “to 
show  ourselves  approved  unto  God,  as 
workmen  that  need  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,” 
“  taking  heed  to  the  Ministry,  which  we 
have  received  in  the  Lord,  that  we  ful¬ 
fil  it.” 

Another  proposition,  which  I  confess 
I  had  much  at  lieart,  I  should  have  laid 
before  this  Convention,  but  its  fate  has, 
I  fear,  been  already  determined;  I  mean 
an  invitation  to  all  sincere  Christians  to 
unite  with  us  in  forming  one  Church, 
and  in  abolishing  those  dissensions  which 
are  so  contrary  to  our  profession.  There 
is  no  one  here  present,  but  must  cor¬ 
dially  wish  for  such  an  union,  provided 
it  did  not  require  a  sacrifice  of  those 
points  which  are  deemed  essentials,  by 
our  Church;  from  them  we  have  not  the 
power  to  retreat;  but  in  such  matters  as 
are  subject  to  human  alteration,  if  by  a 
candid  discussion,  they  could  be  found 
capable  of  being  so  modified,  as  to  re¬ 
move  the  objections  of  any  sect  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  who  may  be  actuated  by  the  same 
Catholic  spirit,  and  thereby  effect  an 
union;  in  that  case,  we  should  surely 
have  reason  to  rejoice,  not  only  in  the 
event,  but  also  in  being  the  first  to  set 
an  example  to  Christians,  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  to  follow;  and  in  convincing 
them  that  there  is  infinitely  more  reli¬ 
gion  in  not  contending,  than  in  those 
things  about  which  they  contend.  There 
appear,  however,  so  many  difficulties,  so 
many  obstacles  to  this  great  work,  in  the 
opinion  ofthose  whose  judgment  1  much 
respect,  that  I  do  not  mean  to  take  up 
your  time  by  making  a  direct  proposi¬ 
tion  upon  it.  But  if  any  of  the  members 
here  present,  should  be  acquainted  with 
circumstances  which  may  justify  a  con¬ 
clusion,  that  those  apparent  difficulties 
A  a 
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may  be  removed;  or  that  the  end  men¬ 
tioned,  can  be  effected  by  any  means 
which  have  occurred  to  them,  consis¬ 
tently  with  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  own  Church,  I  doubt  not  but  this 
Convention  would  gladly  hear  both  the 
one  and  the  other. 

You  see,  respected  lay-brethren,  with 
what  difficulty  the  pastoral  office  is  sur¬ 
rounded.  You  see  the  weight  of  that 
burthen  we  have  to  support.  But  you 
see  also,  that  we  are  not  dismayed,  but 
anxious  to  encounter  those  difficulties, 
or  support  that  burthen  with  a  fortitude 
and  a  faithfulness  proportionate  to  their 
magnitude.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  our  success,  next  to  the 
divine  blessing,  depends  upon  the  zea¬ 
lous  assistance  which  the  most  respec¬ 
table  lay-members  of  the  Church,  in 
each  Parish,  shall  afford.  Much,  indeed, 
depends  upon  your  example,  upon  the 
innuence  which  the  real  concern  you 
discover  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church 
must  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  general.  Are  you  constant  and  ex¬ 
emplary  in  your  attendance  upon  divine 
worship,  are  you  particularly  observant 
of  that  excellent  mode  of  worship  which 
our  Church  has  adopted;  do  you  refraip 
from  countenancing  those  teachers,  the 
validity  of  whose  Ministry,  the  Church 
does  not  admit;  do  you  evince  an  earnest 
zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion;  the 
example  will  be,  and  I  am  happy  to  say, 
is  already  felt  and  followed,  wherever 
it  is  fortunately  held  forth  to  public 
view. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  brethren,  be  emu¬ 
lous  in  setting  such  an  example  in  your 
respective  Parishes.  Your  pastors  trem¬ 
ble  at  their  insufficiency  for  their  mo¬ 
mentous  undertaking.  Be  it  jours  to 
lessen  the  burthen  of  the  ministerial 
functions,  by  offices  of  affection,  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  respect.  Be  it  yours  ever  to 
say,  "  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Zion,  let  my 
right  hand  forget  her  .cunning;  if  I  do 
not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth;  if  I  prefer  not 
2^on  above  my  chief  joy.” 

Jin  interesting  and  well-authenticated 
anecdote  respecting  a  Bible,  particularly 
addressed  to  Young  People. 

[From  the  Youths*  Remembrancer.]  • 

Mr.  editor, — Should  the  following 
peculiarly  interesting  and  well-authen¬ 


ticated  little  fact  meet  with  your  appro¬ 
bation,  and  appear  at  all  calculated  to 
be  useful  to  your  numerous  readers, you 
will  much  oblige  me,  and  many  others 
in  this  neighbourhood,  by  permitting  it 
to  be  inserted  in  your  excellent  publi¬ 
cation.  The  circumstance  itself  occur¬ 
red  in  the  town  of  Warrington,  was  re¬ 
lated  there  at  a  Bible  Meeting  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  respectability  and  veracity 
connected  witli  the  Society,  and  has 
since  been  repeated  by  myself,  in  a 
neighbouring  town,  on  a  similar  occa¬ 
sion.  Previous  to  my  sending  you  this 
little  account,  I  thought  it  right  to  apply 
to  the  gentleman  above  mentioned,  for 
his  permission;  and,  in  compliance  with 
his  wishes,  I  now  send  it  to  you  for  in¬ 
sertion,  accompanied,  at  the  same  time, 
with  the  following  fresh  testimony  to  its 
authenticity:  “  The  more  inquiry  I  make, 
the  more  am  I  satisfied  of  the  truth  of 
the  account.”  The  narrative  itself  has 
a  claim  upon  our  attention,  from  the 
simple,  touching,  and  unaffected  strain 
which  it  breathes;  and  if  in  this  day  of 
open  profanity,  bold  infidelity,  and  awful ' 
blasphemy,  it  should  be  the  humble  in¬ 
strument,  in  the  hand  of  God,  of  making 
one  immortal  soul  more  reverence  and 
love  the  Bible,  or  of  confirming  one  wa¬ 
vering  individual  in  his  attachment  to 
Sunday  Schools  (when  rightly  conduct¬ 
ed),  our  labour  in  transcribing,  and  yours 
in  printing,  will  be  amply  and  richly  re¬ 
paid. 

The  circumstance,  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made,  is  introduced  to  our  no¬ 
tice  in  the  following  words: — About 
three  weeks  ago,  two  little  boys,  decent¬ 
ly  clothed,  the  eldest  appearing  about 
IS  years,  and  the  youngest  11,  called  at 
the  lodging-house  for  vagrants  in  this 
town  for  a  night’s  lodging.  The  keep¬ 
er  of  the  house  (very  properly)  took  them 
to  the  vagrant  office  to  be  examined,  and, 
if  proper  objects,  to  be  relieved.  The 
account  they  gave  of  themselves  was  ex¬ 
tremely  affecting,  but  no  doubt  was  en¬ 
tertained  of  its  truth  and  sinceri^.  B 
appeared,  that  but  a  few  weeks  had  elap- 
sea  since  these  poor  little  wanderers 
had  resided  with  their  parents  in  Lon¬ 
don;  the  typhus  fever,  however,  in  one 
day,  carried  off  both  father  and  mother, 
leaving  them  orphans,  in  a  wide  world, 
without  a  home,  and  without  friends. 
Immediately  after  the  last  mournful  tn- 
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bute  had  been  paid  to  their  parents^  At  night  Ihese  two  little  orphans,  bend- 
memory,  having  an  uncle  in  Liverpool,  ing  their  knees  by  the  side  of  their  bed, 
poor  and  destitute  as  they  were,  they  committed  themselves  to  the  care  of 
resolved  to  go  and  throw  themselves  their  heavenly  Father — to  Him  whose 
upon  his  protection:  tired,  therefore,  and  ears  are  ever  open  to  the  prayers  of  the 
faint,  they  arrived  in  this  town  on -their  poor  destitute — and  to  Him  who  has 
way.  Two  bundles  contained  their  little  said,  “  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trou- 
all.  In  the  youngest  boy’s  was  found,  ble;  [  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
neatly  covered,  and  carefully  preserved,  glorify  me.”  The  next  morning,  these 
a  Bible.  The  keeper  of  the  lodging-  refreshed  little  wanderers  rose  early, 
house,  addressing  the  little  boy,  said,  addressed  themselves  to  their  journey, 
“You  have  neither  nor  meat;  will  and  set  out  for  the  town  of  Liverpool: 

you  sell  me  this  Bible?  I  will  give  you  and  may  He  who  hears  the  ravens  when 
five  shillings  for  it.” — No,”  exclaimed  they  call  upon  him,  hear  and  answer 
he,  the  tears  rolling  down  his  youthful  their  petitions — guide  them  through 
cheeks,  “  I’ll  starve  first.”  He  then  said,  time,  and  bless  them  in  eternity! — Now, 
“There  are  plenty  of  books  to  be  bought  Mr.  Editor,  this  little  simple  fact  ap- 
besides  this;  why  do  you  love  the  Bible  pears  to  me  to  address  itself  to  the 
so  much?”  He  replied,  “No  book  has  hearts  of  three  different  classes  in  so- 
stood  my  friend  so  much  as  my  Bible.”  ciety;  and  I  must  claim  your  indulgence 
— “  Why,  what  has  your  Bible  done  for  while  I  mention  what  I  think  it  says  to 
your”  said  he.  He  answered,  “  When  I  each.  To  the  rich  it  seems  to  say, 
was  a  little  boy  about  seven  years  of  age,  “  Withhold  not  from  the  poor  that  bles- 
I  became  a  Sunday  scholar  in  London,  sed  book  the  Bible,  which  is  so  peculiar- 
Through  the  kind  attention  of  my  mas-  ly  calculated  to  afford  them  comfort  and 
ter,  I  soon  learnt  to  read  my  Bible,  consolation  in  the  trying  hour  of  afflic- 
This  Bible,  young  as  I  was,  showed  me  tion  and  wo!”  To  the  poor  it  seems  to 
that  I  was  a  sinner,  and  a  great  one  too.  say,  “  Learn  to  count  those  persons  yout 
It  also  pointed  me  to  a  Saviour;  and  I  greatest  enemies  who  wish,  in  the  pre¬ 
thank  God  that  I  have  found  mercy  at  sent  day,  so  maliciously,  so  wickedly, 
the  hands  of  Christ,  and  am  not  asham-  to  weaken  your  faith  in  the  Bible  and  in 
ed  to  confess  him  before  the  world.”  To  its  divine  Autl/or.”  And  to  the  mem- 
try  him  still  farther,  sfo?  shillings  were  bers  of  Bible  and  Sunday  school  socie- 
then  offered  him  for  his  Bible.  “  No,”  ties  it  seems  to  say,  “  Be  not  weary  in 
said  he,  “  for  it  has  been  my  support  all  well-doing;  for  in  due  season  you  shall 
the  way  from  London.  Hungry  and  reap,  if  you  faint  not.” 
weary,  often  have  I  sat  down  by  the  way-  I  have  lately  learnt,  Mr.  Editor,  with 
side  to  read  my  Bible,  and  have  found  some  degree  of  surprise,  that  it  is  sup- 
refreshment  from  it:  and  I  have  experi-  posed,  there  are  not  more  than  15  mil- 
^nced,  moreover,  tlie  consolations  of  the  lions  of  copies  of  the  sacred  Scriptures 
sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel,  when  he  said,  extantthroughoutthe  world; consequent- 
'In  the  multitude  of  the  sorrows  that  I  ly,  if  the  world  contains,  as  is  supposed, 
had  in  my  heart,  thy  comforts  have  re-  a  thousand  millions  of  inhabitants,  then 
freshed  my  soul.’  ”  He  was  then  asked,  the  appalling  fact,  that  there  are  985 
”  What  will  you  do  when  you  get  to  Li-  millions  of  our  fellow-creatures  desti*' 
verpool,  should  your  uncle  refuse  to  iwie,  of  the  Bible,  is  forced  upon  our  at- 
take  you  in?”  His  reply  may  excite  a  ten  tion!  985  millions  of  immortal  souls 
blush  in  many  established  Christians,  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge!  985 
My  Bible  tells  me,”  said  )ie,  “  when  millions  of  dying  creatures  deprived  of 
my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me,  perusing  those  sacred  pages,  which  are 
then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up.”  The  “  able  to  make  men.  wise  unto  salvation, 
man  could  go  no  farther;  tears  choked  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus!” 
his  utterance,  and  they  both  wept  to-  0  Sir,  who  would  think  it  credible  that 
gether.  They  had  in  their  pockets  tick-  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
^  as  rewards  for  their  good  conduct  should  have  been  in  the  world  for  a  pe- 
from  the  Sunday  school  to  which  they  riod  of  upwards  of  1800  years,  and  yet  - 
belonged,  and  thankfulness  and  humility  that  985  millions  of  the  human  race 
^ere  vbible  in  all  their  deportment,  should  be  still  destitute  ot  that  book 
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which  records  the  agony  and  death  of 
its  divine  and  glorious  Author?  “  O,  tell 
it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the 
streets  of  Ashkelon,  lest  the  daughters 
of  0  the  Philistines  rejoice,  lest  the 
daughters  of  the  uncircumcised  tri- 
um^. 

It  has  pleased  God,  Mr.  Editor,  to 
cast  my  lot,  as  well  as  yours,  in  a  very 
eventful  era  of  the  church  of  Christ! 
•‘The  signs  of  the  times”  have. arrested 
our  attention  in  rapid  succession.  With¬ 
in  the  last  thirty  years  we  have  seen 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  kingdoms 
Wax  and  wane,  empires  rise  and  fall, 
provinces  overturned,  and  princes  hurl¬ 
ed  from  their  thrones!  in  a  moral  point 
of  view,  we  have  seen  arts  and  sciences 
increase,  manufactures  and  commerce 
flourish,  and  education,  like  some  migh¬ 
ty  torrent,  flowing  through  almost  every 
land,  and  mixing  itself  with  almost  eve¬ 
ry  people!  and  in  a  religious  point  of 
view,  we  have  seen  the  church  of  Christ 
break  forth  from  her  seclusion  and  re¬ 
tirement,  put  on  her  glorious  apparel, 
gird  herself  with  strength,  and  in  the 
person  of  the  apocalyptic  angel  fly 
through  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the 
•  everlasting  Gospel  in  her  hand,  to  preach 
it  unto  them  tnat  dwell  on  the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people. 

But,  Mr.  Editor,  a  new  sign  of  the 
times  in  this  eventful  day  seems  now  to 
arrest  our  attention.  The  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air  is  attempting  to  dis¬ 
pute  her  passage,  the  enemies  of  the 
cross  of  Christ  have  compassed  the  camp 
^  the  saints  about,  and  the  bold  asser- 
tors  of  infidelity,  impiety,  and  blasphe¬ 
my,  have  even  entered  within  the  hal¬ 
lowed  walls  of  the  holy  city.  But,  Sir, 
shall  these  jpreuai/  in  their  efforts  to  de 
stroy  the  faith  of  God’s  elect?  Shall 
they  prevail  in  their  efforts  to  make  the 
church  of  Christ  grow  less  in  her  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen 
world?  Shall  they  prevail?  No,  they  shall 
not  prevail!  The  sacred  books  of  tne  Old 
and  New  Testament  say  they  shall  not 
prevail!  The  prayers  of  the  saints  say 
they  shall  not  prevail;  and  the  continum 
struggles  of  the  followers  of  the  Lamb 
for  victory,  say  they  shall  not  prevail! 
What,  then,  shall  be  the  end  or  event 
of  this  contention  between  light  and 
darkness?  Why,*  as  the  walls  of  Jerusa¬ 


lem  of  old  were  built  in  troublous  times, 
so  Zion,  the  more  she  is  persecuted  and 
opposed,  the  more  shall  she  flourish  and 
increase,  and  lengthen  her  cords,  and 
strengthen  her  stakes,  and  break  forth 
on  the  right  hand  and  .  on  the  left,  till 
the  whole  world  itself  shall  bow  beneath 
the  sceptre  of  her  conquering  and  vic¬ 
torious  Lord.  A  few  more  struggles 
then,  Mr.  Editor,  and  the  battle  shall  be 
won;  a  few  more  efforts,  and  the  con¬ 
quest  shall  be  over;  a.  few  more  prayers, 
and  he  that  shall  come  will  come;  a  few 
more  tears,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall 
reign  for  ever  and  ever.  J.  H. 
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REDE  FONTiEN. — A  station  among  the 
Bastard  Hottentots — about  two  days’ 
journey  from  Khamies  Berg. 

WESLEYAN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

1819. 

James  Archbell. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archbell  arrived  lately 
at  Khamies  Berg;  when  it  was  agreed 
that  they  should  be  settled  at  this  new 
station,  founded  with  the  governor’s  ap- 
I  probation,  among  the  Bastard  Hotten¬ 
tots. 

Mr.  Archbell  had  collected  around 
him  about  100  Hottentots. 

STEINKOPFF.— In  Little  Namaqualand, 
formerly  called  Byzondermeid. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

1817. 

James  Kitchingman. 

Scholars,  from  60  to  70;  occasionally 
many  more. 

Attendance  on  Public  Worship  is 
much  improved,  and  good  done. 

Local  difficulties  are  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  Mission. 

BETHANY.— In  Great  Namaqualand— 
formerly  called  Klip  Fountain — 55  miles 
north  of  the  Great  River— about  550 
miles  from  Cape  Town. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

H.  Schmelen. 

Mr.  Schmelen  occasionally  ^  visited 
Steinkopflf,  and  induced  Mr.  Kitching* 
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man  to  settle  there.  During  his  absence, 
some  disorders  arose  among  his  people, 
which  he  was  endeavouring  to  remedy. 

He  had  sent  John  Engelbrecht  a  Na¬ 
tive,  to  preach  among  the  people  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Orange  River. 

JERUSALEM. — In  Great  Namaqualand, 
called  also  Africaner’s  Kraal,  and  Peace 
Mountain. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

1815. 

Robert  Moffat. 

Mr.  Moffat  reached  this  Station  in 
January,  1818.  On  his  way  hither,  Ma- 
german,  a  native  teacher  at  Warm  Bath, 
met  him  with  oxen,  earnestly  desiring 
to  take  him  to  that  place:  on  coming 
to  a  spot  where  a  Kraal  of  Mager- 
man’s  Congregation  lay,  the  people  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  said  that  ne  must 
not  speak  a  word  of  going  to  Africaner’s 
Kraal,  but  must  stay  among  them.  So 
anxious  were  they  for  his  services,  that 
they  told  him,  that  as  soon  as  he  put  his 
oxen  to  his  wagon  to  leave  them,  they 
would  stand  like  a  wall  before  him;  and 
that  the  women  were  determined  to 
lie  down  before  his  wagon  wheels,  rather 
than  to  suffer  him  to  leave  them  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd.  Three  of  Africa¬ 
ner’s  sons,  however,  arriving,  Mr.  Mof¬ 
fat  proceeded  with  them  according  to 
his  appointment. 

The  Congregation  and  School  soon 
began  to  improve,  and  civilization  to 
advance,  while  Africaner  and  his  family 
were  friendly  and  promising;  but  a  situ- 1 
ation  better  adapted  for  the  support  of 
the  inhabitants  being  found  necessary, 
Mr.  Moffat  accompanied  the  chief  in  a 
long  journey  to  the  northward  in  search 
of  such  a  spot,  but  without  success. 

This  journey  added,  however,  new 
proofs  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
Heathen. 

In  the  middle  of  a  wild  country,  they 
met  with  an  old  woman,  who  had  been 
left  to  perish,  by  her  companions,  among 
whom  were  her  own  children,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  infirmities  attendant  on  old 
age!  It  was  proposed  to  remove  her  to 
another  Kraal;  but  she  refused,  because 
the  people  there  would  do  the  same  to 
her  as  her  own  friends  had  done. 

In  one  part  of  the  Namaqua  Country 
fte  lions  are  numerous  and  troublesome. 
The  people  impute  the  depredations  of 


these  wild  beasts  to  their  sorcerers, 
whom  they  are  taught  to  believe  to  be 
in  the  lion.  They  set  up,  therefore, 
hideous  shoutings  on  the  approach  of 
a  lion,  and  address  him  with  remon¬ 
strances — “  What  evil  have  we  done,, 
that  you  should  come  and  take  our  cat¬ 
tle?”  They  are  afraid,  in  consequence, 
of  offending  their  sorcerers,  lest  they 
should  take  revenge  by  paying  them  a 
visit  in  the  lion’s  garb.  Mr.  Moffat  de¬ 
sired  to  see  one  ot  these  men;  but  they 
take  care  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  those 
who  would  detect  and  expose  them,  and 
thus  hold  the  people  in  miserable  bon¬ 
dage. 

On  Mr.  Moffat’s  return  from  tliis  jour¬ 
ney,  he  found  a  Chief  of  the  Bootsuan- 
nas,  with  a  number  of  his  people,  be¬ 
longing  to  a  tribe  to  *the  westward  of 
Lattakoo.  They  expressed  their  joy  that 
he  had  met  with  no  place  to  settle  in, 
and  their  determination  that  he  should 
be  the  Teacher  of  their  nation.  Africa¬ 
ner,  and  his  people,  who  are  in  strict 
friendship  witn  these  Bootsuannas,  were 
willing  to  go,  but  left  the  matter  with 
Mr.Moftat.  The  Bootsuannas  urged  that 
Mateebe  had  got  a  Teacher  at  Lattakoo, 
and  that  they  would  have  one,  and  none 
other  than  Mr.  Moftat.  They  kept  him 
very  busy  on  this  discussion  for  three 
days.  He  promised,  in  the  end,  to  visit 
them. 

Mr.  Moftat  proceeded  to  Lattakoo,  at 
the  end  of  'September,  with  a  view  to 
gain  some  knowledge  of  this  tribe;  and 
found  that  one  of  the  Brethren  there 
had  visited  them,  and  had  received  from 
them  a  long  account  of  their  intervi^ir 
/with  Mr.  Moftat:  they  were  making  it 
known  through  the  whole  nation  that 
they  had  got  a  Teacher.  These  tiling 
/filled  the  Missionaries  with  joy,  at  the 
prospect  of  another  door  being  opened 
the  Gospel  to  that  numerous 

.  Moftat’s  return  to  his  Station, 
in  the  middle  of  October,  he  found  it  in 
a  deplorable  condition— not  a  blade  of 
grass  to  be  seen — the  cattle  dying — and 
milk,  the  chief  article  of  support,  ex¬ 
tremely  scarce.  It  pleased  God  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  in  their  necessities,  who  had 
I  called  earnestly  to  Him.  Mr.  Moffat 
writes— 

“  Abundance  of  rain  fell.  This  mani- 
1  festation  of  God’s  goodness  was  clearly 


to  preach 
people. 
On  Mr 
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seen,  bj  almost  all  the  people,  with  eyes 
of  gratitude.  I  went  out  among  them, 
before  the  rain  ceased;  and  saw  many 
weeping.  I  sat  down  with  them,  and 
we  wept  together;  every  one  telling  his 
tale — ‘  How  good  was  God!  How  poor 
was  man!’” 

In  January  last,  an  aged  Christian 
woman  died,  who  had  walked  many 
years  in  the  ways  of  God.  She  called 
her  unbelieving  children  round  her  bed, 
that  they  might  see  a  Christian  die. 
Her  deathbed  was  a  blessed  and  en¬ 
couraging  scene.  ^ 

In  April,  Mr.  Moffat  visited  Cape 
Town,  accompanied  by  Africaner  and 
some  other  natives.  Mr.  Campbell  and 
Mr.  Philip  have  sent  home  most  pleas¬ 
ing  accounts  of  their  interviews  with  Af-* 
ricaner.  His  replies  to  questions  pro¬ 
posed  to  him,  on  the  most  important 
subjects  in  religion,  were  truly  judicious 
and  excellent.  He,  who  had  been  the 
terror  of  South  Africa,  was  now  seen 
conversing,  with  intelligence  and  feel¬ 
ing,  on  the  love  of  Christ,  while  floods 
of  tears  rolled  down  his  cheeks! 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Moffat  and' 
Africaner  will  settle  among  the  Bootsu 
annas,  who  have  so  earnestly  invited 
them.  — 

MAURITIUS, — Or,  Isle  of  France — an 
Island  east  of  Madagascar,  inhabited  by 
French  Colonists,  but  belonging  to  Great 
Britain. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

1814. 

John  Le  Brun. 

External  circumstances  have  much 
improved.  There  is  no  open  opposition. 
Mr.  Le  Brun  labours  with  success. 

In  a  Sundy  School  there  are  from  30 
to  40  young  persons;  and  in  the  Free 
School,  92  boys. 

An  Auxiliary  Society  has  been  form¬ 
ed  in  behalf  of  the  Madagascar  Mission, 
which  produces  about  90L  per  annum. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  seem  di^ ; 
posed  to  cast  aside  the  superstitions  to  ; 
which  they  have  been  long  attached.  j 


MADAGASCAR. — An  immense  Island, 
off  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  in  a  partial  state  of  civi¬ 
lization,  and  said  to  contain  4,000,000 
inhabitants. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETT* 

David  Jones. 


Mr.  Thomas  Sevan,  and  Mr.  David 
Jones,  visited  this  Island,  from  Mauri¬ 
tius,  in  August  1818,  and  continued 
there  till  October.  They  were  kindly 
received  at  Tamatave,  where  they  lapd- 

ed;  and  'at  such  other  places  as  they 
visited.  ^ 

Near  Tamatave,  at  the  residence  of 
Mr..  Bragg,  an  English  gentleman,  they 
opened  a  School,  by  way  of  experiment, 
and  much  to  their  satisfaction.  The 
natives  manifested  great  anxiety  for  the 
education  of  their  children. 

The  Missionaries  having  returned  to 
Mauritius,  in  October,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  proceeded  from  that  Island  to 
Tamatave,  in  the  month  following,  and 
were  heartily  welcomed.  A  School- 
house  was  begun  on  a  piece  of  ground 

fiven  by  the  Chief  Jean  Rene.  Mr.  and 
Irs.  Bevan  left  Mauritius,  at  the  end 
of  December,  for  Foulepointe;  which 
place,  with  its  adjacent  villages,  gave 
promise  of  being  an  eligible  Station. 

But  the  hand  of  death  has  arrested 
the  progress  of  these  Christian  labour¬ 
ers!  A  series  of  afflictions  has  befallen 
this  infant  Mission,  scarcely  to  be  sur¬ 
passed  by  the  trials  of  the  Church  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  from  the  climate  of 
Western  Africa. 

Mr.  Jones  wrote  on  Christmas  day, 
1818,  little  more  than  a  month  after 
their  arrival  at  Tamatave,  that  their  in¬ 
fant  daughter  had  died  on  the  14th — 
that  he  had  himself  been  ill  of  an  inflam¬ 
matory  fever — and  that  Mrs.  Jones  was 
then  ill.  In  a  subsequent  letter,  he 
states,  that  she  died  on  the  29th,  of  a 
milk-fever,  as  was  supposed;  having 
kept  her  bed  only  two  days,  and  then 
departing  gently,  as  one  falling  asleep. 

I  Mr.  Bevan,  who  had  been  prevented 
by  the  indispotion  of  Mrs.  Bevan,  from 
accompanying  Mr.  Jones,  in  November, 
anxious  to  enter  on  his  labours,  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed,  in  December,  to  Ma¬ 
dagascar,  though  strongly  dissuaded 
from  doing  so,  as ‘the  unhealthy  season 
was  begun:  but  he  thought  himself  use¬ 
less  at  Mauritius,  and  lelt  that  he  was 
incurring  much  expense  there,  and  there¬ 
fore  resmved  to  proceed.  On  his  arrival 
in  Madagascar,  on  the  6th  of  January, 
he  was  deeply  affected  by  the  intelli- 

fence  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jones  and 
er  child— was  shortly  after  taken  ill— 
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and  died  on  the  Slst  of  January;  his 
child  having  died  on  the  20th.  His  wi¬ 
dow,  who  had  been  taken  ill  a  few  days 
after  her  husband,  survived  his  loss  but 
a  very  short  time,  dying  on  the  third  of 
February. 

Under  these  complicated  trials,  Mr. 
Jones  found  the  truth  of  that  promise — 
As  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  stren^h  he.  He 
writes — 

“  The  Providence  of  God  appears  ve¬ 
ry  dark  and  mysterious..  He  was  pleased 
to  visit  me  with  the  Malagash  fever,  and 
brought  me  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
grave.  He  hatli  again  raised  me  up, 
while  He  removed  five  who  had  not  the 
Malagash  fever.  Why,  then,  should 
Missionaries  be  more  afraid  of  that,  than 
of  the  fevers  of  India?  I  am  determined 
to  continue  the  Mission;  and  to  wait  till 
other  Missionaries  come  hither*  to  assist 
me;  for  the  Malagash  are  very  desirous 
of  being  instructed — here  is  a  noble  field 
for  labour!” 

It  appears  from  the  latest  advices, 
that  Mr.  Jones  had  returned  to  Mauri¬ 
tius,  for  the  reestablishment  of  his 
health;  and  intended  to  resume  his  post 
at  Tamatave,  in  March  next  | 

The  Directors  have  it  in  contempla-  j 
tion  to  reinforce  the  Mission. 

Several  Stations,  occupied  in  this  di¬ 
vision,  by  the  London  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  are  at  present  vacant.  Mr.  Thom, 
who  resided  at  Cape  Town,  is  appoint¬ 
ed  Dutch  Minister  at  Caledon.  The 
Station  at  Kat  Revier,  in  Caffraria,  was 
relinquished  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams;  Mrs.  Williams  retiring,  on  that 
occasion,  with  her  children,  to  Theopo- 
lis:  the  Caffre  war,  which  followed  soon 
after,  has  prevented  the  resumption  of 
the  Mission.  At  Hephzibah,  in  the  Bos- 
Jeman^s  countiT>  three  days’  journey 
north  of  Graaf  Keynet,  there  have  been 
lately  no  Missionaries;  government  hav¬ 
ing  thought  their  continuance  inexpe¬ 
dient  Warm  Bath,  in  Great  Namaqua- 
land,  is  not  at  present  occupied;  Mr. 
Ebner  having  resigned  his  connection 
with  the  Society. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Philip 
arrived  at  the  Cape  on  tne  26th  of  Feb- 
J}inry,  on  their  visit  of  investigation 
from  the  London  Missionary  Society. 
Mr.  Philip  was  to  fix  his  residence  at 
Cape  Town,  as  Superintendant  of  the 
Mission. 


ORDINATION  IN  INDIA. 

Rev.  Joseph  Taylor,  Missionary  to  the 
Canarese,was  ordained  atMadras,in  the 
Protestant  Church,  on  the  9th  of  June, 
1819.  This  is  a  rare  solemnity  in  India. 
Mr.  T.  was  the  first  fruits  of  Mr.  Hand’s 
labours  in  India,  and  for  the  last  seven 
years  has  been  engaged  in  the  Mission  at 
Bellary.  He  has  already  witnessed  a 
good  confession  before  many  witnesses, 
and  promises  to  increase  the  strength  of 
the  Missionary  cause.  More  people  were 
assembled  than  perhaps  ever  met  before 
at  Madras,  in  a  Protestant  Church. — 
Messrs.  Rhenius,  Traveller,  Fleming, 
Loveless,  Hands,  Knill,  and  Griffitn, 
were  the  officiating  Clergy — of  different 
denominations,  but  of  one  spirit. 

B.  Recorder. 

DOMESTIC  INTELLIGENCE. 

The  following  Constitution  of  a  Society 
for  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions 
was  adopted,  and  the  Board  of  Mana¬ 
gers  appointed,  by  the  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  lately  held  in  this  city. 

Constitution  of  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Missionary  Society  in  the  United 
States,  for  Foreign  and  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions. 

OF  THE  NAME  AND  OFFICERS. 

1.  This  Institution  shall  be  designated 
The  Protestant  Episcopal  Missionary 

Society  in  the  United  States,  for  Fo¬ 
reign  and  Domestic  Missions.”  Its  offi¬ 
cers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  two  Secretaries,  and  a  Trea¬ 
surer,  together  with  such  other  officers 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

2.  The  affairs  of  this  Society  shall  be 
conducted  by  a  Board  of  twenty-four 
Managers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Convention,  twelve  of  whom  shall 
reside  in  or  near  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  six  members  shall  constitute 
a  quoinim  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

3.  The  officers  of  this  Society,  witli 
the  exception  of  those  provided  for  in 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Managers,  md^continue  in 
office  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
Convention,  or  until  others  are  ap¬ 
pointed. 

4.  The  presiding  Bishop  of  thisChurct 
shall  be  the  President  of  this  Society, 
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and  the  other  Bishops,  Vice-Presidents, 
in  the  order  of  seniority  established  in 
their  house. 

OF  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  take 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
to  establish  Auxiliary  Societies;  to  se¬ 
cure  patroinge,  and  to  enlarge  the  funds 
of  the  institution.  The  Bishop  of  every 
diocess  shall  be  President  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  Societies,  organized  in  the  same. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

1.  Every  person  subscribing  annually, 
the  sum  of  ttiree  dollars,  shall  be  a  ihern- 
ber  of  this  Society  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  such  subscription. 

2.  Every  person  giving  a  benefaction 
of  fifty  dollars  or  upwards,  at  one  time, 
shall  be  considered  a  patron  of  this  So¬ 
ciety. 

3.  The  subscription  books  shall  be  so 
arranged,  that  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
every  person  may  contribute  either  to 
the  cause  of  Foreign  or  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions;  and  the  money  shall  be  appropri¬ 
ated  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
donor. 

4.  If  any  money  shall  be  given  to  this 
Society  by  individuals,  congregations, 
or  other  Societies,  without  specifying  to 
what  particular  object  it  is  to  be  ap¬ 
plied,  the  Board  of  Managers  may  ap¬ 
propriate  it  as  they  shall  think  best. 

OF  THE  FUNDS. 

All  benefactions  and  donations,  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  sum  of  fifty  dollar made 
to  this  Society,  if  requested  by  the  con¬ 
tributors,  at  the  time  of  subscription  or 
donation,  shall  be  vested  in  some  good 
and  productive  stock,  and  the  interest 
only  of  such  monies  shall  be  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  objects  of  the  institution. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

1.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have 

f>ower  to  make  all  bye4aws  necessary 
or  their  own  regulation,  and  to  appoint 
from  among  their  number,  all  such  com¬ 
mittees,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  transact 
the  various  parts  of  duty  assigned  them. 

2.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  distinct 
accounts  of  the  money  received  by  him, 
whether  to  be  applied  to  Ft  reign  or  Do¬ 
mestic  Missionary  purposes;  and  shall 
be  required  to  render  his  account  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  to  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

3.  The  Board  ofManagers  shall  make 


a  full  report  of  their  proceedings,  and 
of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  at  every 
meeting  of  the  General  Convention. 

4.  No  Missionary  of  this  Society  shall 
be  employed  within  the  bounds  of  any 
organized  diocess,  except  with  the  con¬ 
sent  and  approbation,  and  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  tne  Bishop;  or,  if  there  be  no 
Bishop,  the  ecclesiastical  authority  of 
the  same. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  recommended  to  every  member 
of  this  Society,  to  pray  to  Almighty  God 
for  his  blessing  upon  its  designs,  under 
the  full  conviction,  that  unless  “  He  di¬ 
re  ts  us  in  all  our  doings,  with  his  most 
gracious  favour,  and  furthers  us  with 
Ills  continual  help,^^  we  cannot  reasona¬ 
bly  hope,  either  to  procure  suitable  per¬ 
sons,  to  act  as  Missionaries,  or  expect 
that  their  endeavours  will  be  crowned 
with  success. 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 

P/riiflcJeipftia.— Rev.  Jackson  Kemper, 
Rev.  George  Boyd,  Rev.  William  A. 
Muhlenberg,  Richard  Dale,  Charles  N. 
Banker,  Stephen  North,  John  Reed,  John 
Claxton,  Charles  Wheeler,  Israel  Kins¬ 
man,  Hugh  De  Haven,  jun.  Richard  S. 
Smith.  South  Carolina. — Rev.  Christo¬ 
pher  E.  Gadsden,  D.  D.  J^orth  Caro¬ 
lina. — Rev.  Gregory  T.  Bedell  Virgi¬ 
nia — Rev.  William  Meade,  Hon  Bush- 
rod  Washington.  Maryland.— Re\.  John 
P.  K.  Henshaw,  Rev.  William  E.  Wy¬ 
att,  D.  D.  District  of  Columbia. — Rev. 
William  Wilmer,  D.  D.  Delaware.— 
Rev.  Richard  D.  Hall.  JWu;  Jersey^.— 
Rev.  Abiel  Carter.  Mew  Fork. — Rev. 
James  Milnor,D.D.  Connecticut. — Rev. 
Nathaniels.  Wheaton.  Massachusetts. — 
Rev.  Thomas  Carlisle. 

To  Correspondents. 

The  communication  on  the  subject  of 
a  Theological  Seminary,  was  received 
too  late  for  the  last  number,  and  the 
necessity  of  publishing  it  is  superceded 
by  the  measures  which  were  aaopted  at 
the  late  General  Convention. 

The  "  Extract”  furnished  by  a  person 
under  the  name  of  a  Subscriber,  is  well 
written;  and  under  other  circumstances 
would  furnish  an  interesting  article. 
We  are  induced  not  to  publish  it,  for 
reasons,  probably  not  known  to  our  cor¬ 
respondent;  and  which  we  cannot,  with 
propriety,  now  explain. 


